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CHAI RPERSON RAOUL:

Redi stricting will

the roll.
MR. NOE
SENATOR
MR. NOE
MR. NOE
SENATOR,
MR. NOE
SENATOR
MR. NOE
SENATOR
MR. NOE

M NORI TY SPOKESPERSON RI GHTER

MR. NOE

SENATOR

MR. NOE

SENATOR

MR. NOE

MR. NOE
SENATOR
MR. NOE

CHAI MONGKOL: Senat or
DUFFY: Her e.
CHAI MONGKOL: Senat or

(No response.)

CHAI MONGKOL : Senat or
MURPHY:: Her e.

CHAI MONGKOL : Senat or

DI LLARD: Her e

CHAI MONGKOL : Senat or

CULTRA: Present .

CHAI MONGKOL: Senat or

CHAI MONGKOL : Senat or

MARTI NEZ: Her e.

CHAI MONGKOL : Senat or

MALONEY: Her e.
CHAI MONGKOL: Senat or

(No response.)

CHAIl MONGKOL: Senat or
JONES: Her e.
CHAIl MONGKOL: Senat or

be called to order.

The Senate Comm ttee on

Pl ease t ake

Duffy?

Luechtefel d?

Mur phy?

Dillard?

Cultra?

Ri ghter?

Her e.

Martinez?

Mal oney?

Li ghtford?

Jones?

Hunt er ?
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SENATOR HUNTER: Her e.

MR. NOE CHAI MONGKOL: Senat or Har mon?

SENATOR HARMON: Her e.

MR. NOE CHAI MONGKOL: Senator Haine?
(No response.)

MR. NOE CHAI MONGKOL: Senator Collins?

SENATOR COLLI NS: Her e.

MR. NOE CHAI MONGKOL: Senator Nol and?

VI CE CHAI RPERSON NOLAND: Her e.

MR. NOE CHAI MONGKOL: Chai rman Raoul ?

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Her e.

There being 17 members present -- it
is necessary for a quorum -- the Redistricting
Commttee will now come to order.

Il will first read through the w tness
slips that |1've been handed -- a nice healthy stack
of them -- excuse me -- ahead of tine. I f 1
m spronounce any names -- being on the receiving end
of that for many years of my life, | can understand

sensitivities to that.

We have Theresa Mah, Coalition for a
Better Chinese-American Community, oral testinony,
written statement fil ed.

David Wi, Pui Tak Center, Coalition
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for a Better Chinese-American Community, with oral
testinmony, written statement fil ed.

Ber narda Wong, Chi nese-Ameri can
Services League, oral testinmony, written statenment
filed.

Am Gandhi, Asian-American Institute,
oral testimony, written statement fil ed.

Lawrence Hill, African-Americans for
Legi sl ative Redistricting, oral testinony, witten
statement fil ed.

Terry Smth, African-Americans for
Legal Redistricting -- Legislative Redistricting,
oral testinony, witten statement fil ed.

Josina Morita, United Congress of
Community and Religious Organizations.

M chael Rodriguez, Enlace Chicago --

MR. M CHAEL RODRI GUEZ: Very good. Very good.
CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: -- oral testinony.

Sharod Gordon, TARGET Area
Devel opment, oral testinmony.

Vaughn W I son, Kenwood- Gakl and
Communi ty Organi zation.

Virginia Martinez, MALDEF, oral

testi nony.
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Erku Yimer, Ethiopian Community
Associ ati on of Chicago.

Ri chard Martinez, Jr., New 10th Ward
Community Service Organi zation, oral testinmony,
written statement fil ed.

Generation to Generation Church, ora
testi nony. Generation to Generation Church, two
i ndi viduals who signed their names, | can't make them
out .

Kyle Hi Il man, oral testinmony.

James Harl and, The Answer, Inc., oral
testi nony.

John Baggett, The Answer, Inc., oral
testi nony.

Rabya Khan, Asian-Anmerican Institute,
oral testimony, written statement fil ed.

Sharda Thapa, Asi an-Anerican
| nstitute.

Melissa WIIliams, NAACP, oral
testinmony, written statement fil ed.

Rob Aspholm MAGIC, Inc., oral
testi nony.

Martin Torres, Latino Policy Forum

oral testimony, written statement fil ed.
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Betty Magness, |VI-1PO

| di da Perez, West Town Leadership
United, oral testimny, written statement fil ed.

Kiran Siddiqui, Hamdard Center, oral
testinmony, written statement fil ed.

Harendra Mangrola, Sumt Construction
Conpany, oral testinony, witten statement fil ed.

George Lieu, witten statement fil ed.

Jim G nderski, Neighbors for a
Heal t hy, Rogers Park, oral testinony, written
statement fil ed.

Rosa Perea, Centro Comunitario --
Juan Di ego. | apologize if I m spronounced.

Ron Tayl or, Nei ghbors United, oral
testi nony.

Paul McKinley, oral testinmony.

Jeff Smth, oral testinmony.

Joseph Watkins, oral testinmony.

Robert Garcia, oral testinmony.

And Val eri e Leonard.

Senator Martinez, for what purpose?

SENATOR MARTI NEZ: Thank you, M. Chair man.
| would like to ask for a nmotion to

all ow any media to take still photos and videos of
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t hese proceedi ngs.

SENATOR HUNTER: | second the notion.

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Senator Martinez moves to
al l ow menmbers of the media, seconded by Senat or
Hunt er .

Is there | eave?

Leave being granted, the media will be
al l owed to videotape.

Senat or Harnon, for what purpose do
you - -

SENATOR HARMON: Thank you, M. Chairman.

| move that this hearing be
transcri bed by the Court Reporter so that the
Comm ttee can have a full transcript of this hearing
whi ch the Comm ttee can approve at a future hearing
once menbers and the staff have had time to review
the transcript and make any needed corrections.

SENATOR COLLI NS: | second the notion.

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Senat or Harmon moves to
allow a court reporter to transcribe the hearing. | t
is seconded by Senator Collins.

s there | eave.
Leave being granted, the court

reporter will be allowed to transcribe the hearing.

10
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Senat or Nol and, do you seek to be
recogni zed?

VI CE CHAI RPERSON NOLAND: Yes. Thank you
M. Chairman.

| would make a notion that the members
of the public also be allowed to take still
phot ographs, as if we could dissuade them ot herw se.

(Laughter.)

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Senator Nol and moves to
allow the public in attendance to take still photos,
seconded by Senator Mal oney.

s there | eave?

Leave being granted, you guys can take
pi ctures.

(Laughter.)

| will start with an openi ng statenment
and then the Mnority Spokesperson wants to make an
opening statement -- I'll allow that -- and we'll go
right into testinmony.

First, I'd like to rem nd everybody
that the Senate Redistricting Commttee is a standing
commttee in the Illinois Senate; therefore,

Comm ttee members of this Commttee conduct

themsel ves in accordance with the rules of the

11



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Il'linois Senate and | request that your decorum
during these proceedi ngs be above par.

As you all know by now, the United
States Census Bureau recently released detailed 2010
Census popul ation totals in Illinois. I n accordance
with the U S. Constitution, the Federal Voting Rights
Act, Article 4, Section 3, of the Illinois
Constitution, and the Illinois Voting Rights Act, the
General Assembly must redraw t he boundaries of the
Illinois congressional, |egislative and
representative districts in order to account for
popul ation shifts since the year 2000 Census.

This hearing is designed to seek
information fromthe public in order to facilitate
the redistricting process and ensure full
participation.

Recently, Governor Quinn signed two
changes in the redistricting process into | aw that
wi Il make this mapping process different from any
ot her process in Illinois history.

While there are those who underval ue
these reforms, | would like to rem nd them that it
was t hrough the work of this Commttee and hearings

all around the state that we were able to bring the

12
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first changes to the

since the 1970 Consti

first Voting Rights Act

first Voting Rights Act

Illinois redistricting process

tutional Convention and the

Despite the chall enges State

Governnment faces today,

and thereby bringing the

into Illinois history.

t his shining achi evenment

continues to be a proud and progressive path for

inclusion for all 111
process.

As Chai
Redi stricting Comm tt

redistricting law, it

i noisans in the political

rman of the Senate

ee and sponsor of our new

is my hope that this process

reflects the spirit of our recent reforms.

This Comm ttee took input

fromthe

public all around the state over the | ast year and

half on reformng the redistricting process.

underlying theme was

The

t hat people wanted to ensure

inclusion and open up the redistricting process.

I11inois Voting Right
Redi stricting Public
accomplish these goal

So far,
open redistricting pr

qui ckly note some of

s Act of 2011 and the
Participation Act wil

S.

hel p

a

The

this has already been the nost

ocess in history allowing me to

the strides we've made,

whi ch

13
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may not have been reported by the press. Due to the
technol ogy available, within m nutes of the rel ease
of census data that was made -- the census data was
made available to the public on a Senate Denmocratic
Caucus Web site and our Caucus Twitter page. ' ve
personally paid to | aunch our Commttee site
dedicated to the work of the Commttee at
www. i | senateredistricting.com That Web site is a
one-stop shop for hearing dates, tools and resources
as it relates to the Commttee.

|'d Iike to note that the anple public
notice given allowed for 37 individuals and groups to
preregister to testify with the Commttee staff and
numer ous others, not only organized, but be present
t oday. | " m al so proud to announce that today's
hearing is a first in the Illinois Senate history to
streamlive on-line fromthe Bilandic Buil ding here
i n Chicago.

For this initial set of hearings and
t he additional hearings to come, this Commttee is
very much interested in hearing your perspective on
how the current district lines for redistricting the
Congressional District may or may not have served

your community. Your input will greatly influence

14
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and assist not only this Commttee, but the entire

General Assembly as to how new district |ines nust

drawn during the spring session.

To better assist us, | ask that

interested citizens and organi zations provide the

Commttee with the follow ng:
A description of the conmmunity or
communities of interest your organization serves

represents, including any relevant demographic

or

i nformati on such as social, political, econom c or

ot her characteristics that are unique to the
community or communities of interest your

organi zation serves or represents; a map of the
community or communities of interest your

organi zation serves or represents as enconpassed
rel evant precincts or voter tabulation districts,
either in a paper copy or electronic format
conpatible with our GI'S software; specific views
any social, political, econom c or other issues
commonly held by the menbers of the conmmunity or
communities of interest your organization serves
represents evincing the comunities' cohesion;
specific interest groups that exist within the

community or communities of interest your

by

on

or

be

15
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organi zation serves or represents; concerns you have
regardi ng existing congressional, |egislative or
representative boundaries that affect the community
or comunities of interest your organization serves
or represents; suggestions for the placement of new
congressional, legislative or representative
boundaries that will affect the community or
communities of interest your organization serves or
represents.

| realize that this is a unique
experience for many of you. The opportunity for the
public to testify in comunities of the | egislature
doesn't occur often. |, again, welcome you and thank
you for involving yourself in the democratic process.

Allow me to give a couple
instructions -- a few instructions to those in
attendance as it relates to testinony today. I f you
plan on testifying today, please file a witness slip
with a member of the redistricting staff.

WIIl staff raise their hands?

(I'ndicating.)

To expedite the process today, | wil
be calling names in groups of fives. \When your name

is called, please make your way to the front of the

16
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room and take a seat in the front row. \hen it's
your turn to testify, please state your name and
organi zation for the Commttee record. If you're a
menber of the public at |arge, please state your nane
and the nei ghborhood you reside in. Due to the | ong
list of individuals seeking to testify, | ask that

t hose present today try their best to limt their
testinony to 3 m nutes.

Keep in m nd, you are encouraged to
submt written testinony for the Commttee record to
a member of our staff. Witten testimony filed will
be posted within two business days of the adjournnment
of this hearing. | ask you, to the best of your
ability, if you are one who has indicated that you
are going to submt oral testimony and also file a
written statement, to try your best not to be
redundant . Your written statement will be of record.

For those of you who did not bring
written testimny today, with | eave of the Commttee
members present, | offer you the opportunity to
submt such testinmony to my attention via e-mail at
Redi stricti ng@enateDem | LGA. gov or fax at
(217) 782-1272.

Senator Righter, | would like to

17
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recogni ze you for the statement you wi sh to give.
M NORI TY SPOKESPERSON RI GHTER: Thank you,

M. Chairman, Ladies and Gentl emen of the Commttee,

our honored guests. It's good to see such a big and
interested crowd here today. | will be very brief as
it is 20 till 1:00 for a hearing that was supposed to

start at noon.

You know, this is going to be an
interesting process for all of us and this process
and those of you -- | think nost of you in this crowd
probably are well famliar -- or at |east somewhat
famliar with the process by which constitutionally
we are to draw these maps.

As you probably also know, there was
an effort by myself and many col |l eagues -- ny
col | eagues in the General Assembly not to tweak at
the corners of this process -- and things |ike Caucus

Web pages and Twitters are nice, but this system

needs a dramatic over haul . There was an effort to do
that this last year, it failed and so we are noving
f or war d.

| congratulate the Chairman on his
efforts on some of the reforns that have gone

forward, but | would ask those of you who are in this

18
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crowd and those of you who will |ater watch this or
read this to keep in mnd two things after this
hearing is over: one is that you should insist on
havi ng just as many, if not more, substantive
hearings on the map that actually comes out as a
product or voted out by the General Assembly as you
have hearings before w thout having seen any
drawi ngs; and, two, you should insist on know ng
exactly, specifically what criteria we used in
drawi ng that map that we will see |ater.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

CHAl RPERSON RAOUL: W th that, the first

wi tnesses will be Theresa Mah from the Coalition for

a Better Chinese-American Community; David Wi,
executive director of the Pui Tak Center; Bernarda
Wong, president of the Chinese-Anmerican Service
League; Am Gandhi, Asian-American Institute.

Let's start with those four.

Wel come to you all

TESTI MONY

BY

MS. THERESA MAH:

Thank you. Good afternoon,

Chai rman Raoul and Senators. I|'d i ke to thank you

19
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for the opportunity to speak before you at this
Comm ttee hearing.

My name is Theresa Mah. | live in the
McKi nl ey Park nei ghborhood of Chicago and |I work with
the Coalition for a Better Chinese-American
Community. CBCAC has been around for ten years now
having formed a decade ago to spearhead the effort to
keep the Chinese population within the boundaries of
a single district during the | ast remappi ng process.

Despite our best efforts, that process
ended di sappointingly for us. After all was said and
done, nore than 20,000 Chinese residents were divided
bet ween four city wards, four state House districts,
three state Senate districts and three congressional
districts. Our community was fragmented and our
votes diluted and despite a 60 percent growth in the
popul ation since the 1990 Census, our voting rights
were greatly di m nished.

This time around, we were determ ned
to make our strongest possible case for change. W
have worked hard and have doggedly made our case to
everyone who would |isten. W have coordinated with
and consulted with the Asian-American |Institute,

community | eaders and multiple ethnic coalitions and

20
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surrounding mnority communities. W have been
chomping at the bit to have this opportunity again
after ten long years. And in the decade that has
passed, our community has grown yet again.

In contrast to the overall population
| oss sustained by both the City and the State, the
Asi an population in the Arnmour Square Chi natown and
surroundi ng nei ghborhoods has increased by 55 percent
to just over 31,000. The neighborhood areas that
sustained this growth include the South Loop,

Dougl as, Armour Square, Bridgeport, MKinley Park and
Bri ght on Park. It is fromthis concentration that we
have identified the community area that we would |ike
to see kept intact during the current redistricting
process. This is an area that we are designating as
the Greater Chinatown Community area.

What | am here to present today is a description of
this community to denpnstrate how it is a unique and
cohesive community. The Greater Chinatown Community
area, as we define it, is bounded, roughly, by the
Chi cago River and the Stephenson Expressway on the
north, Kedzie to the west, Pershing, for the nost
part, on the south and M chigan and I ndi ana Avenues

to the east up to Polk Street at its very northern

21
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tip. We have included a map of this area for your
reference and for the public record.

As you can see fromthe second set of
accompanyi ng maps, the concentration of the Chinese
popul ation represented by the area shaded in red has
i ncreased tremendously since 2000. The two maps si de
by side also show the direction of growth. Not only
is there an increasing density in the Arnour Square
and Bridgeport neighborhoods, there is also movement
toward the southern boundary of Bridgeport and Fuller
Park westward into McKinley Park and Brighton Park
and going east into the South Loop and Dougl as
nei ghbor hood areas.

This is a comunity of interest that
can be defined as either a crossover, coalition or
i nfluence district, according to the recently enacted
I1linois Voting Rights Act of 2011, which received
unani mous support in November 2010 fromthis very
commttee and for which we are very grateful.

W thin the boundaries of this Greater Chinatown
Community area, there is a total population of 89,623
residents of which 30 percent are Asian. In this
particul ar area, the vast majority of the residents

classified as Asian, through the Census, are, in

22
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fact, Chinese-American. However, there are also
ot her Asian ethnic groups residing in this area and,
of course, Chinese-Americans share many comonalities
with a |larger group of Asian-Anmericans.

At every corner of this Greater
Chi nat own Conmmunity area, there are demographic and
institutional anchors that give credence to our
characterization of this area as a cohesive
community. At the center of it are dense commerci al
areas and social service institutions |ocated in what
most peopl e associate with Chicago's South Side
Chi nat own or Armour Square Chinatown when Chi nat own
Square went along Archer Avenue and the Wentworth
Avenue comercial district. The area is al ways
bustling with people and the social service agencies
i ke the Chinese-American Service League and Pui Tak
Center attract clients from every part of the
community area.

At the southwestern tip, we find Kelly
Hi gh School, which may have the | argest Chinese
student popul ation of all high schools in the Chicago
Public School system Because Chi natown does not
have its own nei ghborhood high school, many famlies

have either moved to this neighborhood so that their

23
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children can be closer to the school or rely on the
Archer Avenue bus to transport them from the other
end of the comunity area.

Al so near the southwestern portion of
this community area, one finds MKinley Park, a
| ovely, well-used park with a |agoon, skating rink
and field house. In recent years, it has been
increasingly clear that significant numbers of
Chinese famlies have nmoved into the neighborhood
surroundi ng the park. Dozens of Chinese seniors
gather daily at this park to socialize and exercise.
They live with their famlies in nearby single-famly
homes. Many can be found in the summertime tending
to their gardens filled with Chinese vegetables |ike
| ong beans and bok choy. Each morning as they travel
to work on the Archer Avenue bus, which traverses the
| ength of the community area along the Archer Avenue
corridor, we're surrounded by other Asian faces and
chatter in several Chinese dialects.

Based on casual observation, | would
venture to say that Asians make up about 80 percent
of the morning rush hour passengers on this bus Iine,
from Kedzi e going west to the Red Line "L" stop at

Wentworth Avenue.
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Apart from the commonality and racial
and ethnic background, this is also a community with
much in comon in terms of their need for culturally
and linguistically sensitive social services. The
sanpling of 18,000 residents in this area who speak
an Asian | anguage found that about half characterized
their ability to speak English as not well or not at
all . G ven the situation, the ability to effectively
advocate for their needs becomes especially
chal | engi ng.

| have witnessed such difficulties
firsthand on nore than one occasion when ny
col | eagues at the Chinese-American Service League
attempted to enlist their clients in efforts to
contact their |egislatures to preserve funding for
programs and services that are crucial to them | t
is in such instances that it would be hel pful to have
a single elected official to contact rather than to
have a client endure the confusion of determ ning
whi ch one of four or five districts they live in and
having to explain to -- their request to a | egislator
who may not feel particularly accountable to their
needs.

Over the past decade, residents of
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this Greater Chinatown Community area have not only
increased significantly in nunmber, but we have beconme
more civically engaged as well. The nunmber of

regi stered voters has nore than tripled since 2000
and we have increased voter turn out in nearly all
the precincts in which we have done outreach in the
past several elections.

| f Asian- Americans had been treated
fairly during the last redistricting process, these
gai ns woul d have had a commensurate inmpact on our
community's ability to participate in Government and
make positive -- make a positive difference in our
communi ty; but divided as we are into small fractions
of four and actually now five state representative
districts, we have |little opportunity to influence
t he outconme of an election or ensure that our elected
officials feel accountable to us.

We, as Asian-Anmericans, want to be
treated fairly during the redistricting process. |t
is for these and many other reasons that we ask the
Comm ttee to keep the Greater Chinatown Community
area intact as you determ ne the boundaries of our
new | egi slative maps in the upcom ng nonths.

Thank you very much.
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CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Thank you. Pl ease add
Senator Lightford to the roll.
| ask witnesses, to the best of their
ability, if you submt any witten statement to -- if
you could highlight the details of your written
statement because, as you can see, we have a | ot of

people in the roomtoday and I'd like to see nmy Kkids

t oni ght .
Davi d Wu.
TESTI MONY
BY

MR. DAVI D WU:

| thank you for the opportunity to
speak to you at this Commttee.

My name is David Wi. | am the
executive director of the Pui Tak Center, a
church-based comunity center in Chinatown. W' ve
been active with the Coalition for a Better
Chi nese- Ameri can Conmmunity on civic engagement issues
such as redistricting. |'m a resident of Chinatown
and live in a two-flat that my grandparents purchased
over 60 years ago, and | just want to talk about the
negative inpacts that 2001 redistricting had on our

communi ty.
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The first is, it's really difficult
for our community menbers to know who represents
t hem You' ve heard that there are four city wards,
three state Senate districts, four House districts,
three U S. Congressional districts. Tomorrow, a
busl oad of our ESL students from Chi natown are goi ng
to go down to Springfield and they're going to be
meeting | egislators for the Adult Education Advocacy
Day. So there m ght be students from your district
comng to visit you

Most of the time students in other
programs know exactly who their rep is and their
senator is; but for us, on the way down, everyone is
going to be studying a map, okay, who represents nme,
there's -- an exanpl e: I|f you live near the corner
of 25th and Lowe, if you're on the southwest corner,
you're represented by the 9th state rep; if you' re on
t he sout heast corner, you're represented by the 2nd
state rep; and if you live north, that's the 6th
state rep.

And so it's very confusing for someone
who is very fluent in English; but for imm grants who
have difficulty with | anguage, it's awfully

confusing. And so despite our best efforts to
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i nvol ve people, they find this situation confusing
and frustrating and enbarrassing and so it's
difficult for themto be informed and active
citizens.

The second i nmpact is that because
we're split up in so many districts, it's hard for
our legislators to be responsive to the needs in our
communities, especially the larger infrastructure
projects. A few years ago | remember a nunber of
community | eaders met with an elected official and
t hey said, You know, it's wonderful, Chinatown has so
many peopl e advocating for them And that's one way
to look at it, but none of our |egislators know us so
wel |l and serve as chanmpions for our needs and so
that's what a unified single district would enable us
to have.

So what are sonme of the |arge
infrastructure projects that we need support and
champi oning for? Over 50 years ago Chi natown | ost
its two parks when the Dan Ryan Expressway was built.
At that time the comunity was prom sed a new park,
and twel ve years ago, the Pui Tak park was built; but
it didn't have a field house and so we're still

hoping to -- and still waiting for this proposed
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field house to be built.
The Chinese imm grants come with hopes

for their children and base their hopes on education

so libraries and schools are really inmportant. | f
you visit Chinatown, our library is really
overcrowded and our library is one of the busiest in

t he Chicago Public Library system and so we've been
asking and trying to get a new |library built in our
communi ty.

In terms of education, Theresa tal ked
about the schools. A lot of our -- in our proposed
area, there's not one high school where the 30,000
Chi nese live, an area of 90,000 residents. So our
youth have to go far away -- 30, 45 m nutes
sometimes -- on the CTA to get to school and so we're
hoping to bring a high school closer to our
communi ty.

So the experience that we've had
trying to advocate for l|arger infrastructure projects
teach us that not only do we need people who are
advocating for our needs, we really need a chanpion
down in Springfield to push our agenda and fight for
the things that we need. So we believe that being in

a single district helps us to do just that. Thank
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you.
CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Thank you.

Ber ni e.

TESTI MONY

BY

MS. BERNARDA WONG:

Good afternoon, everyone, Chairman
Raoul -- good afternoon, everyone, Senator Hunter,

our senator, and community menbers.

My name is Bernie Wong and |I'm
president of the Chinese-American Service League --
we call ourself CASL -- a social service agency that
has been serving the Chinese community in Chicago for
over 30 years.

| would like to thank the Commttee
for holding this very inportant hearing together to
gain input for the redistricting process. CASL is
al so a very active part of the Coalition for a Better
Chi nese- Ameri can Conmmunity -- both Theresa and David
had mentioned that -- which has been working on the
redistricting issue and community problem in general
for over a decade.

|'ve lived and worked in the Greater

Chi cago -- Greater Chinatown Community area for the
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past few decades -- that shows my age now -- |'ve
raised nmy famly in the Bridgeport nei ghborhood and
|'ve been a member of St. Therese Catholic Church for
several decades. My organi zation, the

Chi nese- Aneri can Service League, was founded in 1978
and is the | argest and the nost conmprehensive soci al
service agency in the M dwest dedicated to serving

t he needs of the Chinese-Anmericans.

Housed in the Kam L. Liu Building with
over 300 bilingual staff and professional and support
staff, CASL has a budget of over 11 mllion that
supports programm ng that mainly serves inmm grants
who do not -- may not have formal education and
possess few transferable skills; but since many of
t hese individuals do not speak English and soneti mes
have no famly or friends in the area, CASL often
beconmes an instant famly and friend and teacher to
our clients.

Wth our support, CASL clients become
thriving residents and citizens of the Greater
Chi cago Community making val uable contributions in
their own right as independent, productive menmbers of
society. In the words of one of our clients -- |

quote, We have nothing but our dreams. The
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Chi nese- Ameri can Service League hel ped us realize
them end quote.

CASL has many, many progranms -- |
invite all of you to come visit -- Chinese education
devel opment, health services, enployment services,
housi ng, financial, literacy, outreach services and
many more. We reach over 17,000 clients annually.
Our clients live primarily in the Chinatown Armour
Square, Bridgeport, MKinley Park, Brighton Park
area. We also have included a portion of the South
Loop in our comunity area because there is a
significant number of Chinese residents who are our
clients living in Oak -- Dearborn Park, all the way
around Dear born and 90t h.

The attached map showi ng the | ocation
of our staff along with the Pui Tak Center's ESL
students is a conpelling docunment that is a strong
argunent for keeping this area, which we have
desi gnated the Greater Chinatown Comunity area, as
part of a single district in the redistricting
process.

While CASL is currently located in
Il 1inois' 5th House District, CASL clients are now

spread over a total of five State Representative
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Districts: the 6th, the 2nd, the 9th and the 1st.
The case is the same with other service organizations
in the community, including Pui Tak, as you heard,
whi ch enrolls alnmpst 1,000 ESL students in its
cl asses. Ev- -- Henry Ru- -- a community-based
soci al service agency on the eastern edge of the
community area, estimates that the clientele has
grown to 60 percent Asi an. Al'l of this organization
receives some state funding so the outcome of the
state redistricting will undeni ably have a very
i mportant inmpact on how well we are able to serve our
clients and our community.

Addi tional community institutions
i ncluding numerous famly associ ations scattered
t hroughout the nei ghborhood. The Chinese Comunity
Center, the Chinese-American Civic Council, The
Chi nat own Chamber of Commerce, the Ling Shen Ching
Tze Templ e on 31st and Morgan, and Mercy Hospital on
26th and M chigan is also an inmportant comunity
institutions which has taken quite a few positive
measures to recognize the increasing number of
Chi nese patients it serves. Signs are bilingual in
Engli sh and Chinese and -- as is many of the doctors

and nurses and other staff. The community is also
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bound together by a wi de range of small fam | y-owned
busi nesses including restaurants, noodle shops,
printing and sign shops. No |l onger limted to the
Chi nat own commerci al district along Wentworth and
Cermak that most people think of as Chinatown, these
busi nesses are well|l distributed throughout the
community area. There are -- there are also many new
areas burgeoning with the entrepreneurial spirit of
our community along Morgan and 31st, 31st Street in
Bri dgeport, and all along the Archer Avenue corridor
into McKinley Park and Brighton ParKk.

On 35th Street between Morgan and
Aber deen, the internationally acclaimed artists from
Chi na, the Zhou Brothers, have opened a conpl ex of
gal l eries, artist studio and cafes. The Zhou
Brot hers, by the way, were are former clients and our
strong supporters of CASL's worKk.

Wthin this Greater Chinatown
Community area, comunity members can obtain a range
of ethnic goods and services not avail abl e anywhere
in the vicinity. Limted English speakers can easily
converse and conduct business transactions with
shopkeepers and service providers in their native

Chi nese di al ects.
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The new generation of
Chi nese- Ameri cans who grow up fluent in English is
al so well served by educational institutions in an
area. Numer ous Chi cago public schools and some
private schools throughout the area have
Chi nese- Ameri can student popul ation ranging from 10
to 92 percent. There is a growi ng number of tutoring
centers and programs and martial arts that cater to
t he young people of this community.

The Greater Chinatown Community area
is a vibrant and cohesive comunity. Its interests
are not served by being split into multiple districts
as it is currently. So | ask that the Commttee
pl ease respect our requests to be named into one
single district.

Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Thank you.

Let me just remnd folks that if you
have a written statement, we've got plenty of folks
here that are going to be testifying, so try to
hi ghli ght the salient points in the witten
statement, if you haven't. That's for everybody.

Ot herwi se we'll m ss session this week
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TESTI MONY

BY

MS. AM GANDHI

Hel | o. My name is Am Gandhi . " m
the | egal director of Asian-American Institute.
Thank you very much for the opportunity to testify
t oday.

| have submtted written conments that
are lengthy in detail and provide updated
denmogr aphi cs about the rapidly growi ng Asi an- Ameri can
community in Illinois. So thank you for considering
t hat | onger statement as well. "1l keep it brief
for right now.

Asi an- American Institute, also called
AAl, urges the General Assenbly to give meani ngful
consideration to the input of Asian-Americans -- not
just AAl, but our community menmbers and conmmunity
organi zations as well and not just at this stage in
redistricting, but it's crucial that input be heard
after draft maps are released and when we can give
specific feedback about how the Iines will affect our
communities.

AAl is a Pan-Asian, nonprofit,

nonparti san organi zation | ocated here in Chicago
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whose m ssion is to enmpower the Asian-American
community through advocacy, coalition, building,
research and education. 2011 redistricting will
critically affect people's day-to-day |lives because
redistricting determ nes who can vote, who can run
for office and who can win in a given district; but
historically in Illinois, mnority votes have been
diluted by unfair and illegal practices including
cracking and packi ng.

For that reason, for many years, AAl
has been working with the broader conmmunity to unite
our nei ghborhood into single districts and prevent
further vote dilution as a result of redistricting.
We work in coalition with other mnority groups and
reform groups -- quite a broad assortment of
groups -- including Coalition for a Better
Chi nese- Ameri can Community, Mexican-American Legal
Def ense and Educational Fund, Illinois Canpaign for
Account abl e Redi stricting, and United Congress of
Community and Religious Organizations, just to nane a
few.

And in the written testimny submtted
t oday, we describe in detail the |egal protections of

Asi an- American voting rights; current demographics of
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Asi an- Americans in Illinois, according to the very
recently released Census information, details about
one of the areas of concern, the Greater West Ridge
area of Chicago, and the nearby suburbs in that part
of Cook County; and the great need for transparency
t hroughout the redistricting process.

Under federal and state | aw,

Asi an- Ameri cans have the right to have votes that
count and that's why we're here today. Our community
is particularly concerned about having an equal
opportunity to participate in all parts of the
political process and especially the ability to el ect
representatives of our choice.

You' ve heard us testify repeatedly
about the rising nunmber of residents and the
corresponding fragmentation in nei ghborhoods such as
Chi nat own, West Ri dge and other places that are
conpact conmmunities whose menbers have comon ground
in terms of history, ethnicity, |anguage and soci al
concerns.

In addition to CBC, Hamdard Center,
Sout h Asi an- Aneri cans, Korean-Anmericans and ot her
community | eaders and organi zations are here to

testify today with details about the popul ation that
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t hey have firsthand experience with and the
devastating harmthat we face as a result of unfair
vote dilution.

It's crucial that during this
redistricting cycle, the General Assembly must keep
cohesive communities of interest united when draw ng
district lines by respecting boundaries defined by
the communities thensel ves. AAl and our allies plan
to provide such community boundaries very soon
regardi ng the Greater West Ridge area and the nearby
suburbs in Cook County and we're in the process of
obtaining input from comunity | eaders and
organi zati ons.

It's important for us to consult with
t he people who live, work and serve clients in those
areas so those maps will be com ng shortly; but to
provide a preview of the demographic for you here
t oday, since 2000, the Asian-Anmerican population in
Il 1inois has grown by 39 percent, making us one of
the fastest grow ng racial populations in the state.
We represent about 5 percent of the state's
popul ation and in some areas, such as Chinatown and
Greater Chinatown and Greater West Ridge, the

concentration is much, much higher. It's even upward
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of 25 percent.

Asi ans and Lati nos make up an
increasingly large portion of the electorate
nationwi de and in Illinois and AAl and our community
partners have worked very hard to increase civic
engagenment so -- not just to advocate or better |ines
to be drawn during the redistricting process, but to
I mprove voter turnout, voter registration and to
encour age people to participate in their government
at all stages of the process.

Nonet hel ess, an Asi an- Ameri can has
still never been elected to the Illinois General
Assembly or any statew de office, even though over
100 Asi an-Americans in Cook and DuPage counties have
run for office, including federal, state and | ocal
positions and nost of these candi dates have run in
the | ast 10 years.

Contributing to the problem of
Asi an- Ameri cans not having the full and fair
opportunity to elect candi dates of our choice,
redistricting has fragmented our nei ghborhood
repeatedly. After the 2000 Census, five Illinois
Senate districts were over 10 percent Asian-American,

but the district |lines that were redrawn in 2001 |eft
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only two Illinois Senate districts to be over 10
percent Asian-American; and based on the current
district lines in the recently released Census dat a,
16 House districts and 10 Senate districts are over
10 percent Asian-Ameri can.

Now, | mention that because we want to
make it clear that Asian-Americans are very inmportant
st akeholders in this year's redistricting process at
the State and Congressional |evels.

As | nmentioned, we are very concerned
about the Greater West Ridge area, an exanple of an
area whose residents have conmmon ground in ternms of
hi story, ethnicity, |anguage and social concerns, and
as you can see on the map that's attached to AAl's
testinmony, not only is there a high concentration of
Asi an- Americans in these areas, but there's a
pl ethora of institutions in these areas as well that
are vital to our community members and community
members of all races in that area, including
nonprofit organizations, religious institutions,
school s, ethnic, media, retail and commerci al
outlets.

As shown by recently released Census

data, the district in this area indicated on your map
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faced a | oss of popul ation; however, each of these
same areas experienced a significant growth of Asian
popul ati on, again, just pointing to the inportant
stake that we have in the process.

The residents in this area are |argely
conpri sed of Asian, |Indian, Korean and Filipino
residents and there are also clusters of Pakistani,
Chi nese, Vietnamese and ot her Asian- American
residents in that area. These peopl e experience
simlar social problems, including limted access to
public transportation, |low income, Iimted English
proficiency and linguistic isolation. That area is a
gateway for many new i mm grants and new citizens who
are in the process of adjusting to life in the U S.

Now, AAIl and other groups gave i nput
during the 2001 redistricting process; but our
communities were still further splintered. W
testified at hearings like this, but our voting
rights were still diluted. So that points to the
need for meani ngful considering of our input, not
just now but also after draft maps are made
avai |l abl e.

Thank you

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: And to recogni ze Senat or
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Ri ght er.
M NORI TY SPOKESPERSON RI GHTER: Thank you,
M . Chai r man.
| want to ask a question of the

Coalition for a Better Chinese-American Community.

And, young lady -- | think you
testified you were the | eadoff -- the map that you
have, that you distributed to the nenbers, | want to

be clear, this isn't a proposed House or Senate

district, this is sinply a reach in, if you will,

t hat you kind of outlined saying that whatever else

is around this, this area should be held together.
Is that a fair characterization of

what you' ve given us.

MS. THERESA MAH: That is correct.

M NORI TY SPOKESPERSON RI GHTER: Can you go over
again, just very quickly, the demographics within the
region -- that region?

MS. THERESA MAH: Yes. The total popul ation of
that community area is a little over 89,000 and of
t hat 89, 000, about 30 percent are Asian and just
about anot her 30 percent Latino, another 30 percent
White and 10 percent African-American.

M NORI TY SPOKESPERSON RI GHTER: Do you plan on,
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either by -- on your own or with maybe anot her group
or two, submtting something more conmprehensive, in
ot her words, a suggestion for what a House or Senate
district should |look Iike around this area that
you've outlined?

MS. THERESA MAH: Yes. W do plan to attend
one of the upcom ng schedul ed hearings and at that
time, we will have a proposed map with a state house
district that we would |like to see that includes our
community area.

M NORI TY SPOKESPERSON RI GHTER: Okay. Gr eat .
We | ook forward to that. Thank you.

MS. BERNARDA WONG: | just want to al so add
that we are in comunication with many of the other
organi zations that are outside of the Asian community
t hat we work closely wth. Our partners are talking
to them So we are aware of them

M NORI TY SPOKESPERSON RI GHTER: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Thank you. | appreciate
Senator Righter's questions. | would suggest that,
you know, we get that type of input from anybody who
wants to give it to us because that's what these
hearings are about, to try to get that type of input.

| appreciate testinony.
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Senat or Lightford.

SENATOR LI GHTFORD: Thank you, M. Chairman.
"1l be quick.

You indicated there were five state
rep districts that float through the Chinatown
community and one of you acknow edged Senator Hunter
as your senator.

How many Senate districts flow through
t he Chinatown area.

MS. THERESA MAH: Currently three.

SENATOR LI GHTFORD: Three Senate districts,
five rep districts?

MS. THERESA MAH: (Nonverbal response.)

SENATOR LI GHTFORD: Okay. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Senat or Nol and?

VI CE CHAI RPERSON NOLAND: Thank you, M. Chair.

Just for a point of clarification,
now, | don't know that the four of you intended to be
heard as a panel. So | want to be sure that we're
maki ng a distinction. When we say "Asian," use the
term "Asian," are we all talking about the sanme
demogr aphic group with your request for
representation.

MS. AM GANDHI: We are. \When we are talking
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about the statistics, we're tal king about the exact
same Census statistics that refer to Asians as one
category and then we've made distinctions, such as

the fact that in Chinatown, mst of the Asians are

Chi nese- American and in the West Ridge area, nmost of

t he Asians are South Asian or Filipino.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON NOLAND: And, |ikewi se, in th
Skoki e/ Mort on Grove area?

MS. AM GANDHI : Most of the Asians in that
area, again, all fall within the term "Asian"; but
t he subgroups include Asian, |ndian, Pakistani,
Filipino, Vietnanese.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON NOL AND: Simlar conmposition?

MS. AM GANDHI : Correct.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON NOLAND: Thank you

MS. AM GANDHI : Thank you

MR. DAVI D WU: Up to right now, the Census has
only provided information for Asians and not
sub- Asi an groups. So in Chinatown, even -- nost
peopl e are Chinese.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON NOLAND: Ri ght . Okay. Thank
you.

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Al'l right. Thank you.

Thank you for your testinmony.

e
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And the next group we'll hear from
Lawrence Hill; Terry Smth fromthe African-Americans
for Legislative Redistricting; Josina Morita fromthe
United Congress Community and Reli gi ous
organi zations; Bryan Echols from Metropolitan Area
Groups for Igniting Civilization, Jennifer Arwade
from the Al bany Park Nei ghborhood Council; and
M chael Rodriguez, Enlace Chicago.
A VOI CE: Senator, there are three
representatives for AALR.
CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Okay. How many seats do we
have?
A VOl CE: AALR would need -- three
representatives, but one statement.
CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Fabul ous.
We'l|l start with African-Anmericans for
Legi sl ative Redistricting.
MR. LAWRENCE HI LL: Good afternoon. My nane is
Lawrence Hill.
| am president of the Cook County Bar
Associ ation, the ol dest black bar association in
Ameri ca. | am here today on behal f of
Af rican- Ameri cans for Legislative Redistricting. W

are a coalition of civic |leaders and civic groups
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t hroughout the state of Illinois, including various
| ocal chapters of the NAACP and the National Urban
League. Sone of our menmbers were participants in the
2001 Legislative Redistricting and, thus, brings that
i nval uabl e historical insight to the process.

My objective here today is to outline

AALR' s vision of the m nimum prerequisites of a fair

redistricting plan for black residents of Illinois.
I n doing so, | address three areas of primry
concerns: The Illinois Voting Rights Act of 2011;

attempts at packing black voters, and other various
consi derati ons.

We believe -- first of all, wth
regards to the Illinois Voting Rights Act of 2011, we
believe that that Act is nmomentous in salutary | aw
that prom ses a fair redistricting process for all
racial mnorities, if it is properly inmplemented.
This Act fills a void left by the Voting Rights Act
of 1965.

In Bartlett versus Strickland, the
United States Suprenme Court held that the Voting
Ri ghts Act prohibition against mnority dilution
applies only where a mnority group constitutes a

voting age majority in a putative district. The
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Court, however, expressly left to the states whether
ot her protection in addition to majority-mnority
districts would be avail abl e. Il1linois has el ected
to exercise the discretion left to it by the United
St ates Supreme Court.

We read the Illinois Voting Rights Act
to require the legislature to create crossover,
coalition or influence districts where it is not
feasible to create a majority-mnority district and
where doing so was otherw se consistent with the
other redistricting edicts in the United States
Constitution.

Our coalition views the Illinois
Voting Rights Act as a protection agai nst
gratuitously cracking the black vote. Now, cracking,
of course, is the dilution of the vote by spreading
t he bl ack population into multiple districts in which
it cannot control the outcome of an election. In the
absence of the Illinois Voting Rights Act in a
di strict where blacks do not constitute a voting-age
majority, it would be fair game to redistribute the
popul ati on.

However, assum ng the other

prerequisites of a voting dilution claimare
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satisfied, if a black plurality can denonstrate the
exi stence of white crossover votes sufficient to
el ect the black-preferred candi date or to show
sufficient support fromother mnority groups to
el ect the black preferred candi date, then the
I11inois Voting Rights Act mandates that the bl ack
popul ati on not be fractured. Our first m ni mum
prerequisite for a fair redistricting process that

the Illinois Voting Rights Act of 2011 be foll owed.

We understand that the Illinois Voting

Ri ghts Act and its additional mnority opportunity
options to be constant with the Equal Protection
Cl ause of the 14th Amendment and as, such, it can
be -- Bartlett crossover districts may serve to

di mnish the significance and influence race by
encouraging mnority and majority voters to work

t oget her towards a common goal .

Quite apart from encouraging cross
racial coalitions, the flexibility provided by the
I11inois Voting Rights Act hel ps to debunk the
stereotype of the black vote as raced-based -- as
race-based, rather, and to permt traditional
redistricting practices, such as partisanship and

mai nt enance of community interests to renown to the
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benefit of black voters.

Let ne be a little nmore specific. The
United States Supreme Court held in Easley verus
Cromartie that where racial identification correl ates
highly with political affiliation, districts that
concentrate blacks as strong Denocrats do not abridge
t he Constitution.

In addition to demonstrating continued
excell ence -- existence, rather, of racially
pol arized voting in Illinois, the 2010 m dterm
el ecti ons underscored black voters' positions as the
most | oyal Democrat voters in the state. Exit polls
showed t he Democratic voter candi date captured 90
percent of the black vote while taking a mere 33
percent of the white vote, a difference giving the
Denmocrat candi date a slim margin of victory.

In the United States Senate contest,
bl ack voters delivered 94 percent of their vote to
t he Denocratic candi date, while whites supplied only
31 percent of their votes. Political cohesion of
this magnitude makes it a stretch to caricature the
m nority opportunity districts sanctioned by the
I1linois Voting Rights Act as race-based.

Bl ack voters in Illinois are also the
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strongest partisan and, as such, should not be
characterized nmyopically as a racial group in the
el ectoral process.

We al so understand the Illinois Voting
Ri ghts Act to be sensitive to the idea of maintaining
the community of interest. Many bl ack voters in
I11inois have a unique relationship with their
current state representative or senator. These
relati onships are the product of constituent service
and advocacy issues that bear especially upon
communities of color. \Where such relationships
exist, the Illinois Voting Rights Act allows for
t heir continuance, rather, even if the black vote in
this popul ati on does not constitute a majority in
that district.

Mor eover, the United States Suprenme
Court has been solicitous of State efforts to
mai ntai n constituency representative relations. For
this reason, we do not expect a substantial change
of -- we do not expect a substantial change in the
current map as it relates to African-Anmerican
districts, unless there is a conpelling reason for
change.

| would |like to next address our
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coalition's concerns with the packing of the bl ack
voters. "Packing" refers to the over-concentration
of black voters in a few districts, thereby,
constricting their ability to control or influence
outcomes in a greater number of districts.

After the 2001 redistricting, the
I11inois Republican Party, along with individual
plaintiffs, brought suit under Article 2 of the
Voting Rights Act claimng that several of the
bl ack-majority districts that had been created by the
redistricting plan did not have enough
Af rican- Americans to give them effective control.

These clains were rejected by the
court which found that the static rules of thunb
about the requisite percentage of black voters
necessary for an effective district nust yield to
countervailing enpirical evidence. The suit was then
and is to this day perceived as an attenpt by the
Republican Party to pack the black voters.

We understand that the redistricting
process is political. We sinmply do not wish to be
its pawns. Thus, our second m ninmum prerequisite for
a fair redistricting is that the | egislature be --

| egi sl ature be guided by the best avail able political
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data in determning which majority-mnority districts
to create, which Illinois Voting Rights Act
maj ority-opportunity alternatives to create and what
percentage of mnority populations will create
effective majority-mnority and majority-opportunity
districts.

Thi s, obviously, may not forestall
[itigation |ike the suit brought after the 2001
redistricting effort; but a baseline comm tnment
provided by the best avail able data, rather than
generalizations, will speed the resolution of any
litigation. Of course, we respectfully request that
all such data be relied upon by either of the parties
be made avail able to the public.

The final couple points |I want to make
on my testimony, first of all, relates to the
i mpri soned population in the state. W understand
that the practice here in this state is to count
prison inmates as residents of the locality while
they're in prison. Because bl acks and Latinos
constitute a disproportionately high share of the
state and federal prison population in Illinois, we
believe that the practice is harnmful and shoul d be

changed to -- the prisoners should be counted where
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they originate frominstead of where they're
currently housed. Finally -- that process of
counting inmates where they're housed -- where they
come from as opposed to where they're housed is
prevalent currently in Maryland and New YorKk.

And our final statenment is with regard
to the fact that the Illinois Voting Rights Act of
2011 does not expressly apply to congressional
redistricts; however, the same discretion afforded to
the states in Bartlett does apply to congressional
redi stricting. We believe as a final m nimm
prerequisite for fair redistricting, that the
| egi sl ature should apply the basic framework of the
Il11inois Voting Rights Act to its congressional
redistricting.

Our coalition, African-Americans for
Legi sl ative Redistricting, is looking forward to
participating in future hearings and we thank you for
your time today.

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Thank you.

Josi na.
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TESTI MONY

BY

MS. JOSI NA MORI TA:

H, my name is Josina Morita. ' m
here on behalf of the United Congress of Community
and Rel i gious Organizations, which is a grass-roots
mul tiracial alliance of community organi zing groups
t hat works in over 30 different communities across
t he Chicagol and area. W have been -- we are also a
member of the Illinois Coalition for Accountable
Redi stricting, the Draw the Line Coalition

We have for the last six months been
in the process of |ooking at Census data and draw ng
maps at the state and congressional |evels and we are
asking the General Assenbly, along with the
traditional redistricting criteria of equal
popul ati on, conpact and contiguous districts to
consider the following that we are also using in our
drawi ng process, which includes respecting
communities of interest.

You just heard from Chi natown and how
t hey've been split and the inpact. Many of the
communities that we represent also have been split

into as many as four House districts and three Senate
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districts, which have had an inmpact on resources and
representations for their comunities.

We al so echo what was just said around
the issue of how prisoners are counted in the process
of redistricting. W ask that if House Bill 94 makes
it to the Senate, that there is support for that that
change how prisoners are counted. The |egal question
about the census counting them at their usua
resi dence, while for the purpose of redistricting,
they're supposed to be counted at their | egal
residence and the Illinois Supreme Court, multiple
times since the 1700s, has said that prison is not a
| egal residence and if they did vote, that they would
be voting at their home address, not from prison. So
respecting comunities of interest.

Second, that in the process of
ensuring the creation of a Voting Rights district,
that certain Voting Rights districts do not underm ne
the other efforts of other comunities. So an
African- American comunity. Voting Rights district
does not underm ne a Latino Voting Rights district.

| think that Illinois has a strong
track record with the exanple of the creation of

Guiterrez's congressional district in being able to
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create racially equitable plans that are mutually
beneficial for all comunities, and we believe that
t hat can continue to be true at the state and
congressional level in the current redistricting
process.

We' ve drawn maps at the state |evel
and we believe that the existing African-American
state districts can continue to be protected and that
there are multiple opportunities for additional

Latino districts at the same time keeping Chinatown

t oget her.

And, |ast, that we would |like to see
the -- as Senator Righter stated earlier, we ask that
we -- that communities in the public can see a draft

of the redistricting map before votes are taken so
that communities can provide input. W'd like to
work in partnership with the General Assenbly and the
Senate Redistricting Commttee in ensuring that there
is a fair map that represents all of these different
communities.

So thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Thank you.

| s there anybody. ..
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TESTI MONY

BY

MR. ROB ASPHOLM

M. Echols couldn't be here today, but
| "' m Rob Aspholm, an organi zer and public coordinator
with MAGIC, and | just have a brief statenent.

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Okay.

MR. ROB ASPHOLM: Metropolitan Area Group for
Igniting Civilization or MAGIC is a community-based
organi zation that serves and enpowers residents in
t he Woodl awn community. This community is bordered
by Martin Luther King Drive to the east -- to the
west -- excuse ne -- Lake M chigan to the east; 60th
Street to the north, and 67th and 70th Street to the
sout h.

Woodl awn is a community of interest.

We are predom nantly an
African- American community facing shared chall enges
of high dropout rates, violence, health disparities
and | ack of access to city services and resources.
Our residents are connected by a shared comm tment to
engage in youth reducing violence, devel oping
communi ty-based public safety and health programs and

i mprovi ng our |ocal schools.
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Woodl awn is currently split into many
districts at all |levels of government. In 2000, our
own community was drawn into two congressional
districts, the 1st and 2nd; four state house
districts, the 5th, 25th, 26th and 32nd; three state
Senate districts, the 3rd, 13th and 16th; and three
city wards, the 5th, 6th and 20th. This has made it
more difficult for Wodlawn residents to have their
voi ces heard and their needs met. Woodl awn shoul d be
recogni zed as a community of interest and should be
kept together and drawn into as few districts as
possible in the current redistricting process.

MAGI C is a member of the United
Congress of Community and Religious Organi zations,
which is part of the Illinois Coalition for
Account abl e Redi stricting and Draw the Line. W are
comm tted to working with African-American, Latino,
Asi an, Arab and other communities to ensure the
redistricting process is transparent, equitable and
engages comunities.

As a coalition, we call on the Senate
Redi stricting Commttee and the General Assenbly to
do the follow ng: present potential redistricting

maps to the public at | east a week before a vote so
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t hat communities can provide input; ensure fair

representation by protecting voting rights under the

Federal Voting Rights Act and the new Il linois Voting

Ri ghts Act, including influence, coalition and
crossover districts; and, finally, recognize and
respect communities of interest by keeping them

t oget her and not splitting them

Thank you
TESTI MONY
BY

MR. M CHAEL RODRI GUEZ:
Good afternoon, M. Chair,

di stingui shed nmenbers of the Commttee.

My name is M chael D. Rodriguez. [''m

t he executive director of Enlace Chicago. W are
menbers of the United Congress for Community
Rel i gi ous Organi zations as well as the Illinois
Lati no Agenda and we represent Little Village --
Enl ace Chi cago does.

Our m ssion is to improve the quality
of Iife of Little Village residents. According to
the U S. Census, Little Village, known as South
Lawndale -- and it is a community of interest. Our

community of 90,000 residents has the | argest
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concentration of Mexican-Americans in the M dwest
United States. Our community has been split into
many districts at all levels of government.

In 2000, our community was drawn into
two Congressional districts, four state House
districts, three state Senate districts, and four
city wards. This made it very difficult for Little
Village residents to have their voices heard and
their needs net.

Little Village should be kept together
and drawn into as few districts as possible in the
current process. Little Village should be drawn to
one House district and one Senate district, and |
beli eve you have a copy of that proposed district in
your hands. Generally speaking, it's Archer Avenue
to the south, railroad tracks off of Ogden Avenue to
the north, Cicero to the west and Western to the
east.

We'd |ike to call on the Senate
Redi stricting Commttee and al so the General Assenbly
to do three -- three of the follow ng things: One is
to present potential redistricting maps to the public
at | east one week before a vote so that communities

can have interests and have their input.
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Secondly, we'd like to ensure that
fair representation by protecting the Voting Rights
Act under the Federal Voting Rights Act and a new
I11inois Voting Rights Act, including influence,
coalition and crossover districts.

And, lastly, we'd Iike to recognize
and respect communities of interest |like Little
Village -- nmost notably Little Village -- as well as
Chi nat own and ot her areas by keeping them together
and by not splitting them up.

Thank you

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: |*ve got a question that I
want to throw out there for either of the last two
speakers because something | was thinking about as --
because | represent the -- | represent a |large part
of the Wodl awn community.

And as | |l ook at your map of Little
Vill age and see the definitions of neighborhoods,
Nort h Lawndal e, South Lawndale -- one speaker spoke
of keeping a -- what has historically been described
as a neighborhood together as a community of interest
and, you know, there's a conflict between what -- how
different people may define different communities and

how you -- you know, it's going to be challenging for
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us to deal with with that and |I'm curious as to what
you define as the boundaries of Wbodl awn and how t hat
interacts with -- in comon pooled interest with
Grant Crossing and Engl ewood and South Shore and the
surroundi ng nei ghbor hoods.

MR. ROB ASPHOLM: We were sinmply using the
City's community map. It's as provided by the City
of Chi cago. So of the 77 comunity areas of Chicago.
So -- like I mentioned earlier, that's bordered by
King Drive on the west, Lake M chigan on the east,
60t h Street on the north, and 67th to 71st Street on
t he sout h.

MR. M CHAEL RODRI GUEZ: These are specifically
identified Census areas and | think they coincide
with the 70-some-odd -- 77-some-odd community areas
as defined by the Census tracts in the City of
Chi cago.

MS. JOSI NA MORI TA:  We al so have further
document ation for each of the community areas that
are talking to you that provide nmore substanti al
evidence that there are comunity's interests,

i ncluding | anguage, you know, income, housing needs,
vi ol ence, other things. So we have that

document ation for you as well.
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CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: | "' m just suggesting that if
there's violence in South Shore, there's violence in
Grant Crossing, there's violence in Engl ewood,
there's violence in Woodl awn but they're defined as
four distinct different neighborhoods, right, but
t hey speak all the -- they speak the same | anguage;
right?

MS. JOSI NA MORI TA: Ri ght .

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: So |I'mjust --

MS. JOSI NA MORI TA: We provided some
di stingui shing characteristics of roles in terns of
the vicinity to University of Chicago gentrification
factors as well.

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Okay. All right.

Seni or Righter.

M NORI TY SPOKESPERSON RI GHTER: Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

First, M. Hill, not a question but a
comment | noticed on Page 3 of your testinony,
Li ne 27. | heard you go over about the notion that
you would request -- you think it's appropriate that
any information -- or information that's relied upon
by whoever drafts a map be disclosed at the same

time, | would assunme, that the map is disclosed
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itself.

Is that -- | don't want to put words
in your mouth. Is that a fair characterization of
what you mean.

MR. LAWRENCE HI LL: That's exactly correct.

M NORI TY SPOKESPERSON RI GHTER: Okay. Thank
you.

Then to Mr. Rodriguez, | think you're
the one who submtted -- now, this is an actual --
this is a legislative district unlike the one we saw
earlier.

MR. M CHAEL RODRI GUEZ: Exactly. That is a
proposed | egislative -- House district.

M NORI TY SPOKESPERSON RI GHTER: Okay. Now,
l'm-- 1 live in Illinois but nowhere near Chicago
and I'"'mnot famliar with this area.

What does this |look |ike conpared to
the current | egislative map.

MR. M CHAEL RODRI GUEZ: | don't know if you got
t he other sheet of paper; but there is another map
here and it shows you how South Lawndale is broken up
into various Senate, House, Aldermen and
Congressional districts --

M NORI TY SPOKESPERSON RI GHTER: | do have that.
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Thank you

MR. M CHAEL RODRI GUEZ: Yeah. So that would
give you what it |ooks |like today, and basically it's
in three House districts and three Senate districts
t here.

M NORI TY SPOKESPERSON RI GHTER: And t he
district, as you've proposed it, would -- what would
t he denographics of that district be?

MR. M CHAEL RODRI GUEZ: So it's 108, 000 total
popul ati on, which would be a House district.

Demogr aphi cs woul d be 82 percent Hi spanic, about
90, 000 of those residents. | think it's at the
bottom of the sheet there.

M NORI TY SPOKESPERSON RI GHTER: | see. Okay.
"' m sorry. | keep asking you questions that you've
al ready answer ed.

What are the denographics -- do you
know, roughly, the denographics of the districts that
currently divide this area?

MR. M CHAEL RODRI GUEZ: Sur e. | mean, | would
say that denographics of the districts that currently
divide this area are probably a bit simlar,
al though, | think the greatest need -- | think that

t he Chinese community spoke to it -- when we talk
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about capital needs and things of that nature -- we
have three reps currently, none of themlive in
Little Village or none of them see Little Village as
their primary area of service, if you will,.

So | think one of the reasons why we
want to be our own district is that we want to make
sure that we're able to elect someone within our
community who shares the interests of the comunity.

M NORI TY SPOKESPERSON RI GHTER: Thank you,

M . Rodriguez.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Senator Martinez.

SENATOR MARTI NEZ: I'ma little confused. ' m
sorry. The |l ast comment that you made about that --
you don't have one state rep that represents Little
Village, don't you have three?

MR. M CHAEL RODRI GUEZ: Yes.

SENATOR MARTI NEZ: So you have three and you're
| ooking to see one -- that you have --

MR. M CHAEL RODRI GUEZ: We'd like to be in one,
yes. None of the three necessarily see Little
Village as potentially their base, if you will, and
none of them --

SENATOR MARTI NEZ: Because the way it's
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di vi ded?

MR. M CHAEL RODRI GUEZ: Exactly. Our community
is divided.

SENATOR MARTI NEZ: Okay. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Senat or Mur phy.

SENATOR MURPHY: Thank you, M. Chairman.

M. Rodriguez, your target per --
Lati no percentage in your district you've created for
us is 82; correct?

MR. M CHAEL RODRI GUEZ: Poi nt 14.

SENATOR MURPHY: Point 14, every vote counts.

MR. M CHAEL RODRI GUEZ: That's right.

SENATOR MURPHY: | s that what you consider to
be sort of the total necessary voting age -- total
popul ation to elect a candi date of your choice?

MR. M CHAEL RODRI GUEZ: | think that's another
phil osophi cal question. The answer in this area is
| argely Latino community. | think what we're getting
at more specifically is that we want to make sure
t hat our community is in one district so that we're
able to have a true representative of our community
area in both the House and the Senate.

Now, if you're asking another question

about Latino -- Latinos being able to elect their own

70



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

i ndi vidual, you know, that's another question.
SENATOR MURPHY: Well, why did you choose 82.14

as opposed to anot her nunber?

MR. M CHAEL RODRI GUEZ: Well, that wasn't
specifically why we did -- that wasn't a driving
factor in this district. The driving factor in this

district was geography and the community of interest
shares a geography. The percent Latino wasn't
necessarily the driving interest in this district.
SENATOR MURPHY: Now, if that were replicated
around the state based on the geography of where the
Lati no population is in the state of Illinois, would
you be confortable with 82 percent Latino districts

everywhere where they are in the state?

MR. M CHAEL RODRI GUEZ: | think that's up for
debate. | think there could be a number |ower than
t hat that would be sufficed for folks. | think there
actually are -- there is data out there and there has

been various interests met at a | ower nunmber than 82.
That wasn't the driving factor behind this district.
SENATOR MURPHY: Do you have any exanpl es of
ot her areas where a | ower number was?
And anybody can answer this, but, I

mean, where a | ower nunber was bound to be acceptable
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for some reason other than geography.

MS. JOSI NA MORI TA: "Il be honest, we don't
feel 100 percent confortable. W have Virginia who
has been | egal a expert on this issue from MALDEF who
will be speaking to this issue in a little bit, and I
think it's probably best to I et her answer those
| egal questions around el ectable districts and voting
percent ages.

SENATOR MURPHY: Okay. Thank you.

SENATOR MARTI NEZ: Could I --

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Qui ckly.

SENATOR MARTI NEZ: "' m | ooking -- what happened
to Jennifer Arwade? |s she --

MS. JOSI NA MORI TA: Jenny couldn't make it.
have her testinmony in witing here to submt.

SENATOR MARTI NEZ: Okay.

MS. JOSI NA MORI TA: Thank you

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: All right. Thank you to
all of you.

| guess we'll have Betty Magness,
| VI -1 PO, Robin Taylor, Neighbors United; Sharod
Gordon, TARGET Area Devel opment Corporation; Shannon
Bennett, Kenwood- Oakl and Conmmunity Organi zation; and

Kyle Hill man from Rogers Park.
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TESTI MONY

BY

MS. BETTY MAGNESS:

Good morning. And thank you for the
opportunity to speak.

l'd like to say that my w tness

statement was filed. You should have it by now. My

name is -- thank you for the opportunity to speak and
| did file a witten statement. My name is C. Betty
Magness. | am a menmber of the New Eastside Area

Resi dents Associ ation, Rai nbow PUSH Coalition and
| ndependent Voters of Illinois Independent Precinct
Or gani zati on. |''m here today to read a statenment
from I VI-I PO

IVI-1POis strongly opposed to
gerrymanderi ng. We believe that voting districts
should be created for the benefit of constituents,
not for representatives. Di strict boundaries should
be able to be justified by a public policy need, not
by private interest or desires. It is as
i nappropriate for legislatures to vote for a map
based on their political self-interest as it would be
to vote for legislation based on their financi al

self-interest.
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| VI -1 PO supports the follow ng
criteria: Districts should not be drawn to favor or
di scrim nate against incunmbents, candi dates or
parties; incumbent addresses nust not be consi dered;
must conply with the Voting Rights Act; should
respect counties, cities, comunities of interest and
nei ghbor hoods; must be geographically contiguous;
shoul d have reasonably equal popul ations. To the
extent there is no conflict with the criteria above,
di stricts should be geographically conmpact.

The redistricting process should be
open for public input, conputer term nals and/or
on-line mappi ng should be avail able for public use
during the same period of time the |legislature is
drawi ng districts. The map drawn by the | egislature
shoul d be avail able for public inspection and a venue
for public comments should be established for at
| east one week prior to a vote being taken to adopt a
map. | would like to also say IVI is a 67-year-old
organi zati on.

Lastly, we are concerned with the
counting of -- African-American and Latino prisoners
bei ng counted where they are housed rather than where

they live originally prior to incarceration.
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We al so express the concern of fair
representation of the Asian American comunity.
Thank you

CHAlI RPERSON RAOUL: Thank you.

M. Gordon.
TESTI MONY
BY

MR. SHAROD GORDON:

Good afternoon, Senator, members of
t he panel. Thanks for hosting this hearing today.
' m Sharod Gordon. | am the executive director for
TARGET Area Devel opment in Auburn Gresham on the
Sout h Side of Chicago.

TARGET Area, we are a community-based

organi zation -- and excuse me for my -- | meant to
preface that | did submt witten testinmony as well
to the panel. TARGET, we are a comunity-based

organi zation that serves and empowers residents in
the community. We are bordered from Stewart to the
west down to Leavitt and from the east, 75th to the
north and south on 91st -- 91st Street.

Auburn Greshamis a comunity of
interest. We are predom nantly an African-American

community served by the 79th Street business corridor



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

and a strong comunity of working-class residents, a
number of faith institutions and several community
organi zations that service residents and youth for a
number of needs of the community.

OQur residents, we are connected by a
shared comm tment where we work -- strive to reduce
vi ol ence, devel op community-based nei ghborhood safety
programs working to reduce the violence and we work
on preserving our comunity housing stock, which at
Auburn Gresham we do have a | arge housing stock of
single-famly homes and not just nulti-unit
bui | di ngs, and we also work diligently on inproving
our local schools in Auburn Gresham

However, there are several problens.
We are currently split into many districts at all
| evel s of government. I n 2000, our conmmunity was
drawn to one Congressional district, however, we have
three state House districts, 27, 31 and 36, and, as
you know, that is a problem because every two years,
menbers of the house have to get re-elected and
residents are often confused by who it is that I'm
voting for and when exactly do |I need to vote this
time around.

We al so have three Senate districts.
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We do have our one chanmpion who stepped up, Senator
Collins, but we also have two other senators where we
are struggling at times to work to nmeet our needs,
the needs of the residents. W also have three city
war ds.

Now, I'Ill just go through just three
specific problems for us. Because there are so many
districts -- a nunber of districts, our residents
have a problem someti mes reaching out to the
different |egislators. Again, they don't know who
they are and they also don't know that this is my
specific legislator. W take a nunber of informed
and empowered residents to Springfield to advocate
for specific evidence-based progranms and for specific
needs of the community but, however, we have to work
really hard to get those folks to know who it is

exactly that they're going to see when they get to

Springfield.

We al so have -- and this is a specific
issue -- one building in one of our -- in our
district that the building is split -- it's a huge

commercial facility with residential apartments and
t hat building -- that one building on the corner is

actually split into two districts. So the east side
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of the building, they vote for one senator and one
rep; the west side of the building votes for another.

Now, that is really, really strange;
but it's true, it's real and it's happening and
that's why we're striving to push the Commttee to
really work to hear the interests of the community.

And, lastly, with other problens that
t he needs of the community someti mes go unheard
because they'll spend time in an alderman's office
and sonetimes -- as you know how it goes, that they
have to wait and wait and wait to get their needs
met, but then they find out that they're actually in
the wrong Alderman's office.

So we really believe that that can be
rectified by consolidating and ensuring that we do
have one concise district for Auburn Gresham  Auburn
Gresham shoul d be recognized in the redistricting as
a community of interest and should be kept together
and drawn into as few districts as possi bl e.

TARGET Area, we're menmbers of -- as
you heard from some of the other testinmonies that
were presented earlier, we are members of United
Congress of Community and Religious Organizations and

we're commtted to working with not only the
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Af rican- Ameri can popul ation in the Auburn Gresham
community, but Latinos and Asians and the Arabs and
ot her communities to ensure that the current
redistricting process is transparent, equitable and
engages all the comunities in the process.

And I'd like to say that | agree with
the Senate M nority Leader that Facebook and Twitter
and the Internet, it is a good way to reach out to
the residents, but we'd like to ensure that not only
hearings are held in these faci- -- in the state
facilities, but the hearings are held in the
community as well so that our residents can have an
opportunity and see what the maps would | ook |ike
when it's redistricted.

And so, lastly, as was nmentioned with
our coalition, what we're calling on the Genera
Assenbly to do is present the potential redistricting
maps at | east a week before the vote so that we can
provide input.

Thanks a | ot.

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Thank you.

Next .
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TESTI MONY

BY

MR. VAUGHN W L SON:

Hi . My name is Vaughn W I son. I wil
be speaking on behalf of KOCO, the Kenwood- Cakl and
Communi ty Organi zation. | would |ike to thank
Chai rman Raoul, Senator Harnmon, Senator Martinez, and
ot her distinguished members of the Illinois State
Senate for having us -- allowing us this opportunity.

Kenwood- Oakl and Comunity Organi zation
is a community-based organi zation that serves and
empowers residents in the comunity. This comunity
area i s bordered roughly by Cottage Grove to the
west, Lake M chigan to the east, 35th Street to the
north, and 51st Street to the south.

We are historically an
Af rican- American comunity with a rich community
hi story. Over the |l ast decade, our comunity has
changed with the denolition of public housing and
gentrification which increased the need for our
communities to unite to neet the needs of our
| ong-term residents.

Our residents are connected by a

shared comm tnment to reduce violence, advocating for
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af f ordabl e housi ng and i nproving our |ocal schools
and we would |ike to be consulted on how our
community map i s drawn. Agai n, Kenwood- Oakl and
Community Organi zation is also a member of comunity
police organizations and as a coalition, we call on
the Senate Redistricting Commttee and the Gener al
Assenbly to do the foll ow ng:

One, present potential redistricting
maps to the public at | east one week before a vote so
that the communities can provide input; two, it shows
representation by protecting voting rights and under
t he Federal Voting Rights Act and under the new
Il 1inois Voting Rights Act including influence,
coalition and crossover districts; and, thirdly,
recogni ze and respect communities of interest by
keeping them together and not splitting them

We have not submtted witten
testinony, but we will

Thank you

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: | appreciate that.

TESTI MONY

BY

MR. KYLE HI LLMAN:

Thank you for this opportunity to
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speak today as well as the Assenbly's recent attenpts
to make the process a little bit more fair and open.
| appreciate it.

My name is Kyle Hill man. "' m a
resi dent of Chicago and | live currently in the
Rogers Park community, the farthest north ward in
Chi cago.

' m asking that the Illinois Assenbly
redraw Rogers Park community into a Chicago-based
district, specifically moving areas currently in the
18th to the 14th to create a fair redistrict that
follows the spirit of the recently passed bil
SB 3976

The area | speak of today is a |arge
m nority population, a | arge refugee popul ation,
nearly obsol ete business, job opportunities, there's
a struggling school, there's a high crime rate and it
has one of the | argest food kitchens in the metro
area and, yet, it is included in a district that is
mostly consisting of |akefront homes in Evanston and
New Tri er.

In the | ast election, this area cast
2,219 votes out of 25,935. While Rogers Park is a

hi ghly diverse neighborhood, it's roughly one-third
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Caucasi an, one-third Latino, one-third black and
north of the Howard area that I'mreferring to is
roughly about 50 percent African-American and 50
percent bl ack. If you nmove the | akefront properties
from Rogers Park, you'll actually get a 2 to 1
African-American to white disparity and, yet, the
18th is roughly about 70 percent Caucasi an.

The ability of mnorities to organize
in this area is greatly dim nished and | believe if
we were noved into the 14th, they could be enhanced
because they will be with individuals that share
econom c and racial simlarities and renoving the
territory fromthe 18th and placing it into a nore
bal anced district will allow for the creation of an
i nfluence district or even a coalition district on
the North Side consistent with SB 3976, Illinois
Voting Rights of Act of 2011.

Whil e the area has quality
representatives in Springfield -- | want to make sure
that's noted -- it's my belief that the North Side of
Rogers Park woul d be better served in a district that
includes the rest of the community as well as those
t hat share their issues.

Thank you
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CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Thank you very much.

| just want to make one comment.

We have to find that building and we
have to put that into one district; but | do want to
say, though, you know, when | first ran for the
| egislature in 1996 -- and | live in the exact same
building that | live in -- lived in back then.
However, | ran in the 12th Legislative District back
t hen. | currently represent the 13th Legislative
District which, back then, was across the street to
t he east. I f you walk directly across the street was
the district that then candi date Barack Obama was
running in and then across the street to the north
was the 3rd Legislative District where Margaret Smth
was and somebody's got to live at a boundary; right?

There's got to be some buil ding

that -- | thought it was odd that | was right on the
corner of a district at the time; but | thought about
it, you know, there's going to be -- there's

boundaries all over the place and there's corners to
districts and sonmebody has to live there.
Now, the situation you described --
MR. SHAROD GORDON: Ri ght. Exactly.

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: -- building in one
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district; but it's not odd, you know, you will have
tons of people --

MR. SHAROD GORDON: Ri ght .

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: -- will be able to testify
that they live on the boundary of three | egislative
districts.

Any questions for -- Senator Ml oney.

SENATOR MALONEY: Just as a point of curiosity,
was that building there when redistricting took
pl ace?

MR. SHAROD GORDON: Yes. The buil di ng was
built in 1924.

SENATOR MALONEY: Gr eat . Thank you

CHAlI RPERSON RAOUL: Senator Dillard.

SENATOR DI LLARD: Thank you, M. Chairman, and
menbers.

M ss Magness.

MS. BETTY MAGNESS: Yes.

SENATOR DI LLARD: | agree with the IVI-1PO
statement here. Why do you think it's important that

we not take into consideration where current

i ncunmbents live? | mean, that is one of your planks.
Why is -- why shouldn't we do that?
MS. BETTY MAGNESS: Well, one of the reasons is
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that the prom nent reason for drawing districts is to
i nclude people and one person should not be the
determ ning factor for what happens in a

nei ghbor hood.

SENATOR DI LLARD: And, in your mnd, when you
say that districts should be geographically
contiguous, do you mean square or do you have a
figure of --

MS. BETTY MAGNESS: No.

SENATOR DI LLARD: -- something in your head?

MS. BETTY MAGNESS: What | nmean is when you
draw a district, I don't want to cut it off at the
m ddl e. For exanple, the building he's talking
about, to split it up at that building would mean
that the district was not contiguous, geographically
contiguous. That's what | was referring to.

SENATOR DI LLARD: Thank you

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Al'l right. Wth that, |
appreciate the testinmony from all of you.

Next, we will have Ram Nashashi bi
fromthe Inner-City Muslim Action Network; Virginia
Martinez fromthe Mexican American Legal Defense and
Educati onal Fund; Valerie Leonard from Lawndal e

Al'l'iance; Erku Yimer from the Ethiopian Community
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Associ ation of Chicago.

MS. VI RGI NI A MARTI NEZ: | believe Ram is not
here because sonebody el se testified.

CHAlI RPERSON RAOUL: Then we'll add Karl
Brinson, West Side NAACP.

MS. MELI SSA W LLI AMS: Melissa WIIlians. 11
go get him

CHAlI RPERSON RAOUL: Thank you.

We'l|l start with you, Virginia.
TESTI MONY
BY

MS. VI RGI NI A MARTI NEZ:

Thank you, Chairman Raoul and members
of the Senate Redistricting Commttee, for allow ng
MALDEF to testify today as the Illinois |egislature
embar ks on the critical and highly controversi al
process of redraw ng the Congressional |egislative
district lines.

My name is Virginia Martinez,
Legislative Staff Attorney with MALDEF, the Mexican
Ameri can Legal Defense and Educational Fund. | was
joined by Elisa Alfonso who is the M dwest
Redi stricting Coordinator for MALDEF now. We'd |ike

to update you on our efforts as well as our concerns
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as this process noves forward.

As you know, MALDEF is a national
civil rights law firmthat works to safeguard the
rights of the 50 mllion Latinos in the United
St at es. MALDEF has worked to protect the voting
rights of Latinos through advocacy and, when
necessary, litigation since its founding in 1968 and
particularly in Illinois since the 1980s.

As in the past, we are working to
develop a map that protects the rights of the nore
than 2 mllion Latinos now living in Illinois. As
you are aware, the Latino popul ation grew
significantly during the past ten years. Much of
that growth was in the collar counties. W are
currently in the process of educating these Latino
communi ti es about the redistricting process and are
consulting them as we | ook at potential districts.

As co-conveners of the Illinois Latino
Agenda, made up of almst 50 community-based
organi zations -- those are Latino community-based
organi zations -- we have established a Redistricting
Commttee to ensure that Latino communities have a
voice in this inmportant process.

Additionally, MALDEF is a menber of
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Draw the Line Illinois, a project of the Illinois
Canpai gn for Accountable Redistricting, which has as
its goal to inform and engage the public in the
redistricting process. This coalition of
communi ty-based, reform and civil rights

organi zations is providing communities with the

information and tools to be fully engaged in the 2011

redistricting.

MALDEF seeks to ensure that the
el ected officials adequately protect the rights of
Lati nos, particularly in areas that have seen
substantial growth in the Latino popul ation. The
Voting Rights Act will be the lens through which we
will view your efforts.

I n order for menmbers of the Latino
community to have an effective voice in the

redistricting process, we will have to see the maps

devel oped by the relevant |egislative commttees with

enough time to analyze fully the inmpact on Latinos
and ot her protected groups.

Whi |l e we appreciate the scheduling of

t hese hearings to receive input, we think, as Senator

Ri ghter has pointed out, it is also critical to have

hearings after the relevant |legislative commttees
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have devel oped their proposed maps and at | east two
weeks before any vote is taken. This will provide us
with the time to review the maps for conmpliance with
t he Federal and State Voting Rights Acts. W thout
such an opportunity, the prom se of a nore
transparent process i s nmeaningl ess.

We expect to testify again before the
Commttee to discuss our proposed map after
consulting with various community | eaders about the
political cohesiveness and shared interests of
nei ghbor hoods, including incone |evels, educational
backgrounds, housing patterns, |anguage and
meani ngf ul access to educational opportunities, that
bind these communities together. Some of these
community | eaders are here today and will testify in
future hearings regarding the comunities of interest
t hat must be protected.

Thank you again for the opportunity to
testify before this Commttee.

TESTI MONY

BY

MS. MELI SSA W LLI AMS:

Good afternoon, Chairmn. My nanme is

Melissa WIIliams. | am a member of the West Side
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Branch of the NAACP. However, on -- today, | am here
on behalf of the NAACP Illinois State Conference.
We'd |ike to thank you for this time and opportunity.
Il will attempt to be brief and we will be presenting
additional information at future hearings around the
state of Illinois.

The NAACP Illinois State Conference
has 37 branches throughout the state including the
West Side, South Side, South Suburban and Evanston
branches in the Chicagol and area alone. W also rise
in support of and to echo the African-Americans for
Legi sl ative Redistricting and the testinmny that they
have provided on today.

We do believe that the Illinois Voting
Ri ghts Act of 2011 is a |law that prom ses a fair
and -- redistricting process for all racial
mnorities if it is properly implemented. W have
read the Illinois Voting Rights Act to require that
the |l egislature to create a crossover, coalition, or
influence districts where it is not feasible to
create majority-mnority districts and where doing so
iIs otherwi se consistent with other redistricting
edicts in the United States Constitution.

The NAACP's position is that the |VRA
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serves as a protection against cracking, packing or
stacking the black vote. Now, we've heard about
cracki ng and packing today. We'd also like to add to
the record the definition for stacking, which is the
drawi ng of district lines so that a large mnority
popul ati on concentration is included with a | arger

whi te popul ation with the purpose or effect of
depriving mnority voters of a voting majority. W
are conpl etely against cracking, packing and

st acki ng.

Our first mninmum prerequisite for a
fair redistricting in the Illinois Voting Rights Act
of 2011 is that the Voting Rights Act be foll owed.
We feel that we do not have to rem nd the Commttee
of the One Person, One Vote doctrine, which mandates
t hat each election district or a particular
| egi sl ative body contain an equal nunber of citizens
to ensure that each individual's vote is given equa
wei ght in the electoral process.

Further, understandi ng Section 2 of
the Voting Rights Act, it prohibits any voting
practice or procedure that results in denial and/or
abridgement of the right to vote on account of race,

national origin or color. It prohibits vote dilution
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and does not require any proof of discrimnatory
i ntent.

I n addition, bringing to |Iight Section
5 of the Federal Voting Rights Act, which could cause
freezing of election practices and procedures until
new procedures are reviewed by the United States
Department of Justice or the United States District
Court as well as to ensure that no voting procedural
changes are made that will lead to retrogressi on and
the position of racial mnorities with respect to
their elective exercise of the electoral franchise.
We understand the Illinois Voting Rights Act and its
additional mnority options to be in harnmony with the
Equal Protection Clause of the 14th Amendnment and do
support, again, the Illinois Voting Rights Act of
2011.

Wth these thoughts in m nd, we would
also i ke to highlight, once again, as Justice
Kennedy wrote in Bartlett, crossover districts may
serve to dimnish the significance and influence of
race by encouraging mnority and majority voters to
wor k together toward a common goal

In addition to pronmoting these

cross-racial coalitions, it is the NAACP' s position
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that the Illinois Voting Rights Act helps to

di scredit the assunption of the black vote as nerely

bei ng race-based and that the |IVRA also permts

concentration on traditional districting factors such

as partisanship and i ncunbency to the benefits of
bl ack voters.

Again, we reiterate that the United
States Supreme Court has held, and we quote, Where
racial identification correlates highly with
political affiliation, districts that concentrate
bl acks as strong Democrats do not abridge the
Constitution, end quote.

Finally, we would |like to conclude
this testimony by remarking on two other concerns.
First, we understand Illinois practice as counting
prison inmates as residents of the localities in
whi ch they are inprisoned. However, because bl acks
and Latinos constitute a disproportionately high
share of the state and federal prison population in
Il'linois, we also believe that this practice is
harnful to mnority interests in the redistricting
process.

Theref ore, another m ni num

prerequisite for fair redistricting is to count
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inmates as residents of the locality from which they
have come. This is the current practice in other
| arge racially diverse states.

Finally, we, too, are aware that the
I11inois Voting Rights Act of 2011 does not expressly
apply to Congressional redistricting; but we assert
that the same discretion afforded to the states in
Bartlett does apply to Congressional redistricting in
I11inois as well.

We believe as a final m ninum
prerequisite for fair redistricting that the
| egi sl ature should apply the basic framework of the
Il1linois Voting Rights Act in 2011 to its
Congressional redistricting.

Again, we thank you for your time and
we | ook forward to participating in future hearings
around the state.

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Thank you.

TESTI MONY

BY

MS. VALERI E LEONARD

Hi . My name is Valerie Leonard. I
want to say thank you so much for this opportunity.

| am here representing the Lawndale Alliance and we
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are a grass-roots association of residents in North
Lawndale. We are basically a group that has tackled
a nunber of issues, including education and the fact
that there is a number of nortgage foreclosures in
the area and we're not necessarily getting our fair
share of federal funds.

In terms of the description of the

Nort h Lawndal e Community, | can send you, by PDF, a
file that will show you the boundaries of the
community, how it relates to our districts -- the

Representative district as well as the Senate
district. In terms of our popul ation, we are 93.85
percent African-American as of 2005. | need to | ook
at the updated Census data to make sure that that
number is still accurate.

The Lawndal e Alliance, again, some of
the things we've worked on is TIF Reform but we also
want to focus on more education around this
redistricting process. As you can hear today, this
is very conmpl ex. We're still trying to get our
fingers wrapped around it and we want to make sure
t hat we do nore grass-roots education on the issue.
We're going to partner with a number of other

grass-roots organi zations as well as sonme state
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net works that will actually do outreach and educate
people in the comunity so the next time we hear of a
hearing, that we can participate and be educated
about the issues.

When we | ook at our concerns, you
know, |I'm just trying to get a good grasp of what's
going on, we're very concerned about the reduction in
t he percentage of African-Anmericans that could be
represented in the new 5th Senate District. W had a
preview that those boundaries would be redrawn in
such a way that we can actually dilute the
Af ri can- Ameri can conposition. Ri ght now, it's about
55 percent African-American. We don't know what the
proposed boundaries will be; but we've been told that
we will see, quote unquote, more diversity and when
you're in a majority, nore diversity for you, you
know, naturally means it's going to be a | ower
per cent age.

So we woul d hope that any new
districts be drawn in such a way that we can maintain
at | east 55 percent of our -- of that district. And
we al so had a chance to | ook at the new Census data
and based on the new popul ation for 2010, we're

expecting that the target district popul ation would
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be about 108, 000 people per district if you just take
t hat number and divide it by 118 districts.

We al so noted that Representative
District 9 went from 105,248 in 20- -- in 2000 to
about 112,000. The reduction actually comes from
District 10. So we |ost about 9,800 people in
District 10. We gained about 7,600 people in
District 9.

We woul d hope that as you're redraw ng
District 5 for the Senatorial District, that any
overage from District 9 be applied to District 10 and
you take the extra 7,600 that you would need from
nei ghboring districts, but do it in such a way that
you would not dilute our 55 percent.

We are also concerned, as many ot her
peopl e are, about the way prisoners are treated. I n
fact, we think that the current process actually
di senfranchi ses a significant number of people. W
have people here in Chicago who are representing the
i nterests of people who aren't counted in their
districts and when you | ook at the funding that cones
to -- associated with the people who are in prison,
that funding is usually for CDBG or sone other social

service program it usually is not benefiting the
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prisoners thenmselves, so they're counted in the
downst ate area, not beneficial to prisoners, when
t hey get back, we have to pay for, you know, their
transition and there's no funding.

So, again, we're actually echoing the
senti ment of nost people and saying that we actually
woul d I'i ke to have the Census for the prisoners
actually counted fromthe community that they
originate from

Again, we're concerned about the | oss
of a congressional seat. We hope that when the
redistricting occurs that we do not | ose an
Af rican- American congressman. And then, nost
i mportantly for us at this point, we definitely need
to have a public hearing on the West Side of Chicago
after we do some nore education; and for us, when we
tal k about education, we're going to | ook at the
Census statistics and see how that drives this whole
process and we're going to take about three weeks to
do that. So we're asking that you do a public
hearing around the second week of May in the Chicago
area on the West Side.

And t hat about closes everything out.

Again, | will be sending you PDF files of the maps so
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t hat you have that in your possession.
Al'l right. Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: | will caution everybody
that in the nonth of May, the legislature is pretty
heavily down in Springfield. So if you have
expectations for us to be -- you know, it's likely
not going to happen.

MS. VALERI E LEONARD: Al'l right. Thank you

How about weekends.

CHAlI RPERSON RAOUL: We're there on weekends,

t 00.

TESTI MONY

BY

MR. ERKU YI MER:

Good afternoon. My name i s Erku
Yi mer . | " m the executive director of the Ethiopian
Communi ty Association of Chicago. | have |ived and

worked in the 7th Legislative District in the |ast 26
years.

ECAC is a community and refugee-based
organi zation that provides essential services to
refugees and imm grants in general and Ethiopian
imm grants in particular. Since 1992 ECAC has

resettled nore than 2,000 refugees fromall over the
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wor | d.

The refugee and i mm grant popul ation
ECAC serves resides (sic) nmostly in Uptown, Edgewater
and Rogers Park neighborhoods in the 7th Legislative
District. These three neighborhoods are currently
port of entries for many refugees and i mm grants and
many of the specialized i mm grant and refugee service
providers are |located in these neighborhoods.

As port of entries to many refugees
and i mm grant groups, the foreign born population in
t hese nei ghborhoods is nmore than 33 percent. \When we
add the children born fromimmgrant famlies, the
popul ation with inmm grant background will be well
over 50 percent. The popul ation that resides in
t hese nei ghborhoods is so diverse and speaks about 68
different | anguages. That is one unique
characteristic of the communities ECAC serves.

Most imm grants that come to these
nei ghbor hoods have Iimted English skills or do not
speak English at all. Some are even illiterate in
their own | anguages. Most service providers provide
ESL cl asses targeting this popul ation. ESL training
is a critical factor to getting enmployment and to

interact socially with each other or others.
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In this depressed econony, it is
al most inmpossible to find a job and beconme productive
members of society without know edge of Engli sh.
Housi ng and enmpl oyment opportunities are the nost
pressing needs in these communities.

The 7th Legislative District roughly
runs fromlrving Park on the south to Evanston border
on the north. The lake is the boundary from the east
all the way from the south to the north. The border
on the west zigzags from Western Avenue around Ilrving
Road, extending further west around Foster Avenue to
Oakl ey around Peterson Avenue on the west and Ri dge
Avenue from Devon to Howard Street.

Al'l i mm grant groups want to devel op
and mai ntain some of their traditions and culture and
relate with mainstream society and with each other
t hrough their music, restaurants and nuseuns. All
also come from countries where soccer is a popul ar
game and a good pastinme. Although there are very
limted facilities, soccer players crowd the parks
during weekends and after hours during spring, sunmmer
and fall seasons. They have a common view on getting
assi stance and attention on these inportant and yet

unful filled needs.
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Each ethnic group in these comunities
has some informal mutual assistance associations to
address the needs and interests of their menbers.
However, there are established interest groups, such
as Mutual Assistance Association of Illinois, MAAI,
composed of Canmbodi an Association of Illinois,

Chi nese Mutual Assistance Associ ation, Ethiopian
Community Associ ati on of Chicago, Lao-Anerican
Service Center, Bosni a-Herzegovi na Associ ati on,

Vi et namese Association of Illinois and Pan-African
Associ ation, all refugee based organizations.

The MAAI has been in existence for the
| ast 25 years advocating for affordable housing, ESL
fundi ng and funding for other social services that
each organi zation provides to its constituency. The
MAAI al so runs joint programs such as enpl oyment
training, ESL and citizenship/civic education
classes. The MAAI has been a critical part of
refugee resettlement programin the State of
I11inois.

Anot her interest group is the
Coalition of African, Asian, Arab-Anmerican, European
and Latino Immgrants of Illinois, CAAAELII. | t

advocates for imm grant rights and provides
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organi zing services for immgrants. Its constituents
are more than 17 imm grant organizations in the City
of Chi cago. Most MAAI nmenbers are active
participants in CAAAELI I

A significant portion of inmm grant
popul ation resides in the adjacent nei ghborhood of
West Rogers Park. | ncl usi on of this neighborhood to
the 7th Legislative and 14th Representative District
makes a whole | ot of sense. This kind of
redistricting will empower the inm grant community
and gives them a powerful voice to address their
critical needs and interests. The combi ned resources
of these nei ghborhoods can build a capacity to
address their diverse needs. It also brings cohesion
anong i mm grant comunities thensel ves.

Thank you

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Senat or Ri ghter.
M NORI TY SPOKESPERSON RI GHTER: Thank you,

M. Chairman.

Mss WIlliams, | had -- honestly had
not before today heard the term "stacking."
Obvi ously, I've heard the other two, but not
"stacking."

MS. MELI SSA W LLI AMS: Ri ght .
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M NORI TY SPOKESPERSON RI GHTER: So you gave nme
a good definition of that. Let me ask you, based on
your knowl edge of the current |egislative map, are
there any districts, House or Senate, in the current
map which fit the NAACP's definition of stacking?

MS. MELI SSA W LLI AMS: One of the best exanpl es
that | could give, actually, like |I said, I'"'mfrom
t he Westside Branch of the NAACP. However, |'m not
famliar with the entire state as a whole, what the
maps woul d | ook |ike; but a pretty good exanmple may
| end to what our Asian-Anmerican groups presented on
t oday.

It | ooks Iike Chinatown is an instance
where there have been groups of Chinese-Americans
t hat have been kind of stacked on top of each other,
but at the same time split into different districts.
So that other people -- not necessarily in our
definition that we gave here today -- it was speaking
about a larger white population, but it could be a
| arger popul ati on of anyone.
It could be an African-American

popul ation that is causing the stacking where we've
got sonme Asi an-Americans that are kind of stacked

t oget her and then we've got a | arger African-American
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popul ation that's preventing them from even having
any real voting power in that particular district or
t hat particul ar ward.

M NORI TY SPOKESPERSON RI GHTER: What's the --
okay. | feel |like now I'm hanging on by a thread
here.

MS. MELI SSA W LLI AMS: Okay.

M NORI TY SPOKESPERSON RI GHTER: What is the
political goal of someone who draws a district |ike
t hat ?

| appreciate that requires sonme
conjecture on your part.

MS. MELI SSA W LLI AMS: MT- hmm MT- hmm

M NORI TY SPOKESPERSON RI GHTER: Can you help me
with that?

MS. MELI SSA W LLIAMS: Well, the political goa
woul d be more for the majority population to continue
to be able to elect who they would want rather than
havi ng the popul ati on of Asian-Anmericans that are
stacked in that area. They just don't have enough
voting power in order to either put someone that is
Asian into office or put a candidate of their choice
into office.

M NORI TY SPOKESPERSON RI GHTER: Okay. Would it
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be someone of a political party?

MS. MELI SSA W LLIAMS: It may be. |t may be.
It's not necessarily just by race that they're
| ooking to put an Asian or. I n our case, we would be
| ooking to put an African-American in, it's a
situation that we may have a candi date that we feel
strongly about, but we don't have enough pull because
there are not enough of us to even put that candi date
in that we're interested in.

M NORI TY SPOKESPERSON RI GHTER: Ri ght .

But in the example you're giving me,
the African-American conmmunity is the one being
stacked by someone el se; correct.

MS. MELI SSA W LLI AMS: Ri ght . So you're
| ooking at a situation where you' ve got
Asi an- Americans that are living in there together,
but it's just not enough of themin order to be able
to pull the candidate that they want to pull

M NORI TY SPOKESPERSON RI GHTER: Al'l right. Ar e
t here exanpl es of African-Americans being stacked in
the current |l egislative map of which you are aware?

MS. MELI SSA W LLI AMS: Not that |I'm aware of.
What we would need to do is examne the state as a

whol e because, again, we're fromthe West Side Branch
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of the NAACP; but our particular organization
represents NAACP branches around the state. So if
you would give us a little time, we will confer with
t he other branches around the state and see if they
have sonme exanpl es.

M NORI TY SPOKESPERSON RI GHTER: | would ask you
specifically to do that --

MS. MELI SSA W LLI AMS: Absol utely.

M NORI TY SPOKESPERSON RI GHTER: -- and notify
the Comm ttee.

MS. MELI SSA W LLI AMS: Absol utely. Thank you.

M NORI TY SPOKESPERSON RI GHTER: Thank you,
M . Chai r man.

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Senat or Lightford.

SENATOR LI GHTFORD: Thank you

My apol ogies for not remenbering
names; but, the Lawndale area, in your testimny you
menti oned the 10th District, the 9th District and the
5th. And so | would |ove to have an understandi ng of
t he percentages that you said that as |long as the
district remains 55 percent -- which district were
you referring to?
The 5th is the Senate, the 9th and the

10th is the House. So are you saying the 55 percent
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and in all three districts or just the Senate
Di strict.

MS. VALERI E LEONARD: My under st andi ng, the way
the Senate districts are put together, they are
compri sed of two. So the 5th Senate District will be
conprised of 9 and 10. And, just so you know, the
source of that data, so to speak -- you know,
attended a forum where they were actually selecting
Senat or Hendon's replacement and Secretary of State
Jesse VWhite indicated to the people who are
interested in replacing him-- he says, Oh, by the
way, the District is now 55 percent African-Anmerican,
you know, after the district is redrawn, it's going
to be more diverse.

So to nme, the District, you know,
represents the combination of 9 and 10 together. So
what | would need to do is go back and, you know,
| ook at the breakdown for each of the two; but I
woul d want to make sure that conmbi ned, we're not
necessarily diluting African-Americans in that
district.

SENATOR LI GHTFORD: Okay. And | just asked for
clarity because you would get a different percentage

in, perhaps, the 9th Representative District in terns
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of numbers than the 10th. The 10th is where the
district is a little more diverse; but |I'm gl ad
Secretary White has a magi ¢ wand and he can see into

the future and can already tell you that the District

will be nore diverse.
Thank you
MS. VALERI E LEONARD: Well, |I'"mglad that was

conj ecture.

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Thank you to you.

MS. VI RGI NI A MARTI NEZ: Senat or Mur phy, do you
want me to address the question that you asked
earlier about the 82 percent?

SENATOR MURPHY: | appreciate the offer. MWy - -
| think you made it pretty clear in your remarks that
you expect to be back --

MS. VI RGI NI A MARTI NEZ: Yes.

SENATOR MURPHY: -- before this Commttee, and
| think -- my hope would be that that conversation
can be had with you testifying when we actually have
the map in front of us. | think that m ght be a nmore
appropriate time to have that conversati on.

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: | don't m nd. | would
appreciate a brief reply.

MS. VI RGI NI A MARTI NEZ: The issue about Little
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Village, in particular, is that it's probably the
most concentrated Latino area in the state, and so
you would not have that repeated in the other Latino
communities. There's a gentleman here from Back of
the Yards. We always hear from South Chicago. Those
are nmore diverse comunities. Even Pilsen right next
door to Little Village is more diverse. And so when
you draw those districts, they are not as
concentrated; but there's not a magi c number either.
CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: That's what | was going to
get to. Thank you
Okay. Next up is Reverend Flowers
from Westside Mnisters Coalition; Kiran Siddiqui
Hamdard Center; Sik Sohn, Korean-American Resource
and Cul tural Centers; Harendra Mangrol a, |ndian
American community | eader; Sharda Thapa,
Nepal i - American community | eader.
Seem ngly, we only have three of you
Sso I'"'mgoing to continue.
A VOI CE: The Korean gentleman had to | eave.
CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: | s anybody here fromthe
Westside M nisters Coalition?
(No response.)

Rabya Khan.
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(No response.)

Al'l right. W'IlIl start fromthe left.
TESTI MONY
BY

MR. HARENDRA MANGROLA:
Good afternoon. My name i s Harendra
Mangrola, and I'm an active member of the

| ndi an- American community, especially in the

nort hwestern suburbs where | make ny hone. | have
lived in Illinois for 24 years, 21 years of themin
Skoki e. |*"mthe vice president of Sumt Construction

Company, which is an MBE general contractor worKking
in Illinois. Al so, |I'm president of Gayatri Gyan
Mandir, a not-profit religious and cultural
organi zation, |located in Niles and Itasca.

As an | ndi an- American, | know that |
share many commonal ities and concerns with other
Asi an- Americans. As a nmenber of the Association of
Asi an Construction Enterprises, | advocated for the
reinclusion of Asian-Americans in Cook County and
Chi cago's affirmative action programs for
constructi on.

In 2004, Sumt Construction Conpany,

Inc., testified about the discrimnation that
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Asi an- Americans still face in this industry. That
experience made it clear that our community is at a
di sadvant age when there is no Asian-American with a
seat at the table.

Through my community invol venent, |
have worked with Asian-Americans in the Skoki e,
Morton Grove and Niles area which are represented by
five House districts. As we have tried to build
relationships with | egislators, we have found sonme
| egi sl ators nore responsive than others.
Representative Lou Lang's district has the | argest
Asi an- Ameri can popul ation at 24 percent. Not
surprisingly, he has been more responsive to our
i ssues than others.

In order to gain better representation
and accountability from our |egislators, | urge the
Commttee to draw our community into fewer districts,
especially those who have receptive | egislators, |ike
Represent ati ves Lang and Dani el Biss.

Chi cago's Chinatown is a well-known
exampl e of how Asi an- Americans have been fractured,
but there are other examples well known to our
community. As Kyle Hill man points out, the

fracturing of the Indian and Pakistani that he calls
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t he Devon Desi Corridor, in his March 24th, 2001
Huf fi ngton Post article.

Finally, just as this Redistricting
Comm ssion attempts to rectify problems with the
state map such as with the Devon Desi Corridor, it
should also fix Congressional districts, where
Asi an- Ameri cans could express their political voice
more effectively if we were not divided among
districts.

Thank you for the opportunity to
testify.

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Thank you.

TESTI MONY

BY

MS. KI RAN SI DDI QUI

Good afternoon, Chairman Raoul and
Senators. Thank you so nuch for allow ng us the
opportunity to speak of the issue of redistricting.

My name is Kiran Siddiqui. ' mthe
executive director of Hamdard Center for Health and
Human Services, a non-for-profit organization
specializing in providing social and primary care
services to the South Asian, Bosnian and M ddle

Eastern popul ation in the Rogers Park, Edgewater,
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Skoki e and other outlying areas for the past two
decades.

| was also the program director of
Apna Ghar, the only South Asian domestic violence
shelter in Cook County, for five years. | ve been
provi ding social services to the South Asian
community for the past twelve years, which has
i ncluded case management, counseling and advocacy.

For el even years, | was a resident of
Skoki e, and presently I'ma resident of Morton Grove
for the last ten years. ' m deeply involved in the
South Asian community of Morton Grove, and |'ve seen
the growth of the imm grant and South Asian comunity
i ncrease dramatically.

As background, when | say "South
Asian," | amreferring to a subgroup within
Asi an- Ameri cans that includes people of Indian,
Paki st ani, Bangl adeshi, Nepali, Sri Lankan and
Bhut anese descent. Even t hough we conme from
di fferent countries, there are many cultural and
social simlarities between our groups.

There are nore and nmore businesses in
my area owned and operated by South Asians |like

grocery stores, day cares and sal ons.
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In Morton Grove, my daughter attends
the Muslim Educati on Center which has a | arge
percent age of South Asian students enrolled as well
as in Sunday School. The Village of Skokie has
reported that approximately 56 percent of public
school students speak a | anguage other than English
at home and of these | anguages, the | argest
categories are Urdu spoken, Pakistan or Spani sh.

Bet ween 2004 and 2010, Urdu and Spani sh have gone
back and forth as the first and second top | anguages
spoken at home by Skokie students, other than
Engl i sh.

Ni | es West Hi gh School that serves
Skoki e, Niles and parts of Morton Grove has an
enrol | ment of approximately 2,500 students and Asi ans
make up the second highest race enroll ed.

According to 2010 data rel eased by the
I1linois State Board of Education, in the areas of
Skoki e, Morton Grove, Niles and Lincol nwood there are
at |l east ten school districts where Asians make up
over 25 percent of the enroll nment. This shows t hat
many students and famlies in these areas have uni que
concerns that need to be addressed effectively by the

el ected officials who represent them
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Members of the comunity, |'ve

invested in this community. |*ve been living in this
community for the last 21 years and |I've seen the
growt h of the South Asian population in Morton Grove,
Ni |l es and Skokie. W have built a nosque that serves
over 500 people and nearly 85 percent of them are
Sout h Asi ans, and many of these South Asian menbers
come to Hamdard Center for services as we are the
closest multi-comprehensive social service agency.
My staff menbers reflect the community and speak six
di fferent Asian | anguages which includes Urdu, Hindi,
Punj abi, Gujrati, Telegu and Mal ayl amr to acconmodat e
the clients' many conpl ex needs.

Hamdard Center is a beacon of services
for many imm grant and refugees and we serve over
2,000 clients per year in spite of the state budget
cuts, which has seen an average of 10 percent cut in
state funding to my agency for the |last two years.

Hamdard Center is a sister agency to
ot her Asian and South Asian agencies |ike
| ndo- Ameri can Center, Asian-Anmerican Institute, Apna
Ghar, Metropolitan Asian Famly Services, Muslirm
Women Resource Center, and Korean Wbman -- Korean

Ameri can Women in Need and we share many of the same
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concerns.

We have col |l aborated on many projects,
including the U . S. Census 2000 Qutreach, when four of
t he agencies nmentioned above were Questionnaire
Assi stance Centers for the Census. This exanple
shows you the cohesiveness of the partnership that
many Asi an and South Asian institutions in Cook
County have.

Our concern is sinple -- is that we
serve Asians and South Asian clients from Skoki e,

Nil es and Morton Grove, yet there's a stark | ack of
Asi an and South Asian elected officials serving this
growi ng conmmunity.

According to Census 2000, Illinois'

Asi an popul ation was the fastest growing in the
state, swelling in the collar counties, yet, there is
not even one publicly elected state official that
reflects the dramatic shift.

Currently, myself and my sister
agenci es would agree with me that we have to go to
several different elected officials to get our
probl ems addressed which our clients bring to us.
This is a huge hindrance to us as well as our clients

and we want this Commttee to be fair when review ng
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district lines.

District lines have a real inmpact on
whet her we, as m norities, can participate in
government and make a positive difference in our
communities. It is important that my community be
grouped together so that we can el ect candi dates of
our choice who can be responsive to our needs.

Our community is united not just by
race, but also by the many other socioeconom c
factors that we have in common, such as income and
access to services.

As a South Asian who has worked for
t he South Asian population for the last 12 years and
a South Asian who has lived in Skokie/ Morton Grove
for the last 21 years, |'m heavily invested in the
process of redistricting and would |like to appeal to
the menbers to keep this process transparent.

We, as Asian-Americans, want to be
treated fairly during this redistricting process.
Hamdard Center is currently working with the
Asi an- American Institute to create maps with specific
boundari es which we hope to give to you soon.

Thank you for your time.

CHAlI RPERSON RAOUL: Thank you.
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TESTI MONY

BY

MR. SHARDA THAPA:

Thank you, Senator Raoul and Senators.

| ' m Sharda Thapa testifying as a
member of the AAl and |I'm a member of the
Nepal i - Ameri can community, one of the community
groups within the Asian-American comunity.

| have lived in Chicago for 34 years,
18 of themin West Rogers Park or West Ridge
nei ghborhood and I'm a freel ance busi ness consul t ant
active in nmy community in Asian-American activities
since 1981, mainly in the areas of founding, grow ng
and mai ntaining social and cultural organizations.
Recently, | have become active in civic and politica
affairs, especially in helping Asian-Americans gain
fair representation in elective government and the
ability to elect candi dates of our choice, an area
whi ch we have been | acki ng.

The Nepali-American community in
Chi cagol and, including immgrants from Nepal as well
as other -- people of Nepali descent, has grown from
| ess than 100 in 1980 to nearly 10,000 now and nore

than a quarter of them are estimated to reside in the

120



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

north-northwest section of Chicago and the nearby
suburbs |i ke Skokie and Nil es.

Over time, the popul ation has tended
to shift gradually, as people established thenselves,
fromthe City to the close-in suburbs and farther
out. The number of immgrants is being augnmented by
the recent resettlement in the northern part of
Chi cago of a substantial number of Nepali-speaking
refugees from Bhutan, who are Nepali ethnics driven
out of Bhutan in the 1980s, and their -- along with
their famlies.

This is the -- this concentration is
the most notable in the entire area and is not going
to be replicated for our community and this is also
closely linked to the growth of the Devon area
corridor as a South Asian hub, conmprising people of
| ndi an, Paki stani, Bangl adeshi and Nepali descent.

As a long-time West Rogers Park
resident, | have observed its grow ng inportance to
our community because of its concentration of soci al
and cultural institutions, fam|ly-owned busi nesses
and i mm grant residents. These effective and
efficient means of providing much-needed services to

our community can only be enhanced if the contiguity
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is mai ntained and the institutions receive both
credit and funding for providing these services.

Since the Nepali-American comunity is
relatively new, there are no social service
institutions and support organizations targeted to
this group. As a result, many in our community have
to rely on agencies established with other South
Asi ans or Asians in m nd.

Nepal i - Americans originally arrived
here i ndependently as professionals or students or
associated with I ndian i mm grant entrepreneurs,
usual Iy as enpl oyees. Many of these Nepalis have
been hel ped up by earlier Indian and Paki stani
i mm grants.

There is no travel, work or residency
restrictions between India and Nepal and sonme of
these ties have continued on into the U S. The
religious, cultural, food and living styles of Nepal
are very anal ogous to India or Tibet, more the
former.

It is, therefore, fair to say that all
South Asian imm grants would like to remain together
and benefit from being within one district or a few

districts, rather than being split up into many
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districts. W could then elect candi dates of our
choice responsive to our unique needs.

Nepal i - Americans will generally
endorse boundaries drawn to respect our community and
t he other South Asian communities. W are working
with AAl to create maps with specific boundaries, and
we will give those to you

So thank you for the opportunity to
testify. | urge you to give meaningful consideration
to the Asian-American Community's input and treat our
community fairly during the redistricting process.

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Thank you very much.

TESTI MONY

BY

MS. RABYA KHAN:

Thank you. Good afternoon, Chairmn
Raoul and Senators. Thank you for holding this
hearing today and giving us the opportunity to speak
to you all. | have three brief paragraphs so just
bear with nme.

My name i s Rabya Khan and |I'm a
community activist. | am here today on behal f of the
Asi an- American Institute and the Council of Islamc

Or gani zati ons of Greater Chicago.
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There is a growing Muslim and Asi an
popul ation in Illinois and the Muslinm Ameri can
community contains significant percentages of
m norities fromthe Arab-American, African-American,
Lati no- Ameri can and Asi an- Ameri can popul ati on. There
is a cohesiveness within the Asian-American community
at large. We cone from different countries and
religious backgrounds, but we share many cul tural and
social simlarities.

The Asian-Anmerican Institute, as
you' ve already heard earlier today, testified about
t he growi ng popul ation of Asians in the Greater West
Ri dge area of Chicago as well as the grow ng Asian
popul ati on of nearby suburbs such as Skokie and
Morton Grove.

It is important and imperative that
our voice and votes not be diluted. The vision of
our community, through redistricting, will erase our
voi ces and make it even nmore chall enging to organize
and unite. This will, in turn, affect our ability to
conduct voter registration canmpaigns, mobilize
regi stered voters and educate our community members
about the electoral process.

Our social and religious institutions,
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such as mosques, tenples and churches, are built
within already established comunities and serve to
hel p dissem nate critical information relating to
social services like ESL classes, citizenship
cl asses, job training programs, social events,
political events and youth events.

Our communities face a host of common
i ssues, such as the need for culturally realistically
appropriate social services, especially for people
with limted English proficiency and people new to

this country.

If the district lines divide conmmunity
institutions, it will be an additional challenge for
our community to overcone. District lines will have

a direct effect on how responsive elected officials
will be to our needs.

For exanpl e, we have already
established relationships with state senators and
representatives near the Devon community and the
Greater North Side of Chicago. They understand our
needs for protecting and docunenting students,
| anguage, social services, citizenship classes and
English cl asses.

We have only begun to organize
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oursel ves and increase our involvement with the
el ectoral process. | hope our testimny today and
the years of active organizing is taken into account
by this Commttee in the redistricting process.
Thank you
CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Thank you.
Any questi ons.
Senat or Hunter.
SENATOR HUNTER: Thank you, M. Chairman.
Sitting here listening to each one of
you, it seenms as though the popul ation which you
serve is scattered throughout a suburban community.
s there, like, a cluster that -- of
t he popul ation in which you serve or that you work
with and the |ike? Where do you live? Where do each
one of you all live?
MR. HARENDRA MANGROLA: I n Skoki e.
SENATOR HUNTER: I n Skoki e.
MS. KI RAN SI DDI QUI : | amin Morton Grove.
SENATOR HUNTER: Morton Grove.
MR. SHARDA THAPA: | live in West Rogers Park.
SENATOR HUNTER: West Rogers Park.
MS. RABYA KHAN: | grew up in the Western

Suburbs, but |I've been living in the City for the
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| ast ten years.

SENATOR HUNTER: Okay. So, for exanple, Kiran
Si ddi qui, you nentioned you work with the South Asian
popul ati on. | heard you mention about four or five
di fferent subgroups and popul ati ons which you serve.

Are they all clustered in the same
community in which you reside or..

MS. KIRAN SIDDIQUI: W have a very | arge
percent age of South Asians in Skokie and Morton
Grove.

SENATOR HUNTER: Okay. And, so, did | hear you
mention that you work at a battered -- domestic
vi ol ence shelter?

MS. KI RAN SI DDI QUI : | did for nine years and
also currently -- for the last two years |'ve been
wor ki ng with another foundation that also has a
domestic violence shelter.

SENATOR HUNTER: So that's where you work now?

MS. KI RAN SI DDI QUI : | work for Hanmdard and one
of the programs is a domestic violence program

SENATOR HUNTER: Okay. And would you say that
the majority of the clients for which you serve are
of South Asian descent?

MS. KI RAN SI DDI QUI : For both my agencies that
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| work with, the overwhel m ng percentage of clients

t hat we serve are South Asian.
SENATOR HUNTER: Okay. Thank you.
What about the rest of you all?
|'"mjust trying to visualize the
| ocati on of the persons that you work with.
MS. RABYA KHAN: Sorry. If 1 could say
sonmet hi ng.

So | think for the City -- for

example, for the City of Chicago |I think many people

are famliar with the Devon area --

SENATOR HUNTER: Yes.

MS. RABYA KHAN: -- you know, which is also
sometimes referred to as Little |ndia. So | think

there's a huge percentage of South Asians in that

area in the 50th Ward for the City and, also, it
of overlaps, | believe -- but don't quote nme on
that -- you guys would know better -- but that

be the city population. As far as the suburban

areas, there is a large constituency in the near

northern suburbs of Morton Grove and Skokie, Niles
and the western suburbs out by Oak Brook and al so

some sout hern suburbs than just the Arab-American

popul ation, which is another mnority group.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

So, | don't know if that hel ps you,

Senat or.

SENATOR HUNTER: It does. It does.

MR. SHARDA THAPA: The popul ation tends to
cluster in different areas.

So, for exanmple, if you go into
certain areas of Skokie or Niles, you know, there
wi |l be dozens and dozens of houses, there's areas in
West Rogers Park where | walk five or six precincts
in relation -- and, you know, |ike, every house for
three or four blocks on both sides of the street
woul d be mostly South Asian.

So that's the way it clusters --

SENATOR HUNTER: Okay. Okay. Good.

MR. HARENDRA MANGROLA: Same t hing.

SENATOR HUNTER: Okay. Good. Thank you very
much.

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Thank you all for your
testi nony.

Is there a representative -- we've got
about eight names here fromthe New 10th Ward
Community Service Group Organization. s there a
representative here? |Iman Denond and Asiaha Butl er

from RAGE and then Paul MKinley and Joseph Wat ki ns.
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Let's start fromthe |left over here.

TESTI MONY

BY

MR. ROBERT GARCI A:

Good afternoon, | adies and gentl emen.
| appreciate you giving me the opportunity to speak.

My name is Robert Garcia and |'m a
resi dent of the South Chicago area -- that is, from
t he Sout heast Side of Chicago that represents State
House Di stricts 25, 33 and 34 and Congressi onal
District 2.

So, as | speak with you today,
protests continue throughout the M ddl e East as
people, tired of their voices not being heard,
continue to rise up and demand change. The U. S.
Government has responded by urging reforms that would
provi de representations to the people.

In some cases, these suggestions have
turned to wars as our friends and famly menbers in
the Armed Forces drop bombs on Libyan targets to aid
anti-government forces all for -- what we are told is
to help spread democracy. VWhile the |lives of our
friends are put at risk and mllions of our tax

dollars are spent to bring democracy to others, in
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many parts of the country, our own people | ack
representation and advocates for reform

In the state of Illinois, there are
over 2 mllion Latinos who represent close to
16 percent of the popul ation and, yet, our
Congressi onal representation only amounts to
5 percent, this in both Congress -- in both State and
Senate Houses in Illinois.

According to census data, whites only
make up 64 percent of the Illinois population and,
yet, have close to 80 percent of the seats in
Congress, while blacks who have less than 2 mllion
make up 14 percent of the popul ation have three
representatives or 15 percent of the Congress.

Everyone here is educated enough to
understand that these numbers are a direct result of
the district mappings. Districts are mapped out
around boundaries that provide representative seats
to different populations to meet their unique needs.

Now, with all due respect to black and
white | eaders who have reached out to help represent
us, your efforts are appreciated; however, it's time
that we start to do for ourselves. There are tinmes

and reasons why our differences have and will lead to
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views and cases where our experiences differ and need
to be discussed, whether it's |anguage and cul tural
needs, discussions on the conmplexity of Latino soci al
issues and civil affairs or even in just the ability
of our children to see representational Latino
| eadership and dream that one day they may be call ed
to act in the name of democracy for the service of
all people as others before them

It is increasingly inmportant that our
voi ces be heard. Langston Hughes once stated, |
swear to the Lord, | still can't see, why denocracy
means every one but me. We understand the conmplexity
in redistricting, however, as you redraft the
boundari es, please consider the steeps we still have
yet to be given and a need for our people to be
represented the sane as everyone el se.

Currently, where | reside on Chicago's
Sout heast Side, close to 50,000 Latino votes are
split in between House Districts 25, 33 and 34, each
controlled by non-Latinos. In addition to our
Congressi onal needs, we ask that the State consi der
our Illinois representative needs through the
creation of a Latino majority district in our area.

Just a couple more comments. We woul d

132



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

also i ke to ask for two-weeks' notice when you guys
present your redistricting proposals because as a
menber of various grass-roots organizations, you have
to understand that it is very difficult to informthe
public and also to give them a chance to speak their
m nds on what the proposal would mean for them and
we would also like to ask that fair redistricting is
i mpl emented to ensure that prisoners can speak their
voi ces and their comunities in the district -- in
their own districts that they will be returning to
upon rel ease.

Thank you very much for your time.
appreciate you guys listening and giving me the
opportunity to speak.

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Thank you.

TESTI MONY

BY

MR. XAVI ER ROMAN:

My name is Xavier Roman speaking on
behal f of the New 10th Ward Community Service
Or gani zati on. Ri chard Martinez is supposed to be
here too, but he's our departnment chair and he's not
able to be here.

The New 10th Ward Community Service

133



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Organi zation is a new comunity organization that
represents the neighborhoods of South Chicago, East
Si de, Hegewi sch, South Deering, Fenw ck Park, S| ag
Val l ey, Jeffrey Manor in the Chicago 10th Ward.

The purpose and m ssion of this
organi zation is to make a positive investment into
these 10th Ward communities throughout the existing
CBOs, comunity-based organi zations, nobilizing and
organi zing for social justice issues packing the
Sout heast Si de of Chicago and hol ding our elected
of ficial accountable.

The South Side/ Southeast Side 10th
Ward comunity is where many of the first Mexican
imm grants settled in Chicago at the beginning of the
| ast century, primarily because of the abundant steel
i ndustry that existed.

Since then, generations of Latinos
have made the Southeast Side their home. Latinos in
this part of the City of Chicago have been
entrepreneurs, founded CBOs, church, communities of
faith, elected union officials, homeowners, voters,

t axpayers -- we could extend this case into the south
subur ban communities such as Burnham Calumet City,

Lansi ng, Blue |Island, Chicago Hei ghts, and South

134



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Chi cago Hei ghts as wel |.

The one area not fulfilled has been
el ected political representation. The 10th Ward with
over 60,000 residents have been a Latino community
over the last 20 years. The 10th Ward is part of the
2nd Congressional District, which there are 78,250
Lati nos or 13.2 percent of the District, and Illinois
State House District 25, which is 10,571 Latinos or
11.9 percent; 33 is 25,091 Latinos or 27.4 percent;
and 34, which is 10,015 or 10.6 percent according to
the 2010 U.S. Census Bureau Statistics. At this
time, there are no elected officials -- Latino
officials representing the Southeast Side, 10th Ward,
at any | evel.

We woul d al so include the south
suburbs as well. The Latino comunity which has been
part of shaping the fabric of the Southeast Side, the
10t h Ward and the southeast suburbs for the last 120
years is currently a community with no elected Latino
representation and, therefore, a disenfranchised
communi ty.

As you can see fromthe numbers |isted
above, the predom nant number of Latino residents are

currently divided anong three Legislative House
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districts, which has led to the dilution of our
voting power and strength and, as a result, a |lack of
el ected political representation.

After a view of updated U S. Census
2010 popul ation nunmbers, it is apparent that a
numeri cal case cannot be made for a Hispanic/Latino
maj ority Congressional district and Illinois State
Senate District in this part of the city and county;
but there are substantial Latino nunmbers to advocate
for and to make a case for the creation of a
desi gnated Hi spanic/Latino Majority state House
district utilizing the converging Latino growth
numbers based on the City of Chicago's 10th Ward and
continuing to Burnham Lansing and Calumet City. We
believe that there is a strong case in creating a
Hi spani c/ Latino district that uses conponents of
contiguity and conpactness.

The New 10th Ward Comunity Service
Organi zation also wants to make clear to the
Redi stricting Commttee that by advocating for the
creation and designation of a Latino majority House
district, we are not seeking to mnimze the
representation of other mnority groups. In fact, it

is our hope that other mnority groups would support
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our efforts and advocacy.

I n conclusion, the New 10th Ward
Service Organi zation respects the | egislative process
t hat has been laid out with regards to the
redistricting and it is our prayer that the
Redi stricting Commttee would, in turn, exercise good
stewardship of its responsibilities in being both
responsive and respectful to the community -- the
Lati no community.

Thank you

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Thank you.

TESTI MONY

BY

MR. JOSEPH WATKI NS:

Hel | o. My name is Joseph Watkins, and
| thank you all for giving me the opportunity to come
out here to speak.

| represent an organization called
VOTE. VOTE is an acronym the Voice of the
Ex- Of f ender, those who have been marginalized and
exci sed out of society, who have been disfranchised
and negl ect ed. Under the current districting, the
bl ack encl aves have suffered econom c death pulled

apart by many el ements: Raci sm classism map
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transformati on, neglect and gentrification, which,
for the nost part, has a great inmpact on the
redistricting hearings today.

The bl ack encl aves are represented by
t hree Congressional districts and ten Senate
districts and ei ghteen -- about eighteen state
Representatives and which -- which includes
Hi spani cs, Asians, Arabs and the white popul ation who
receive most of, if not all, of the attention and
resources while the blacks are marginalized. And
every election we give 90 percent of our votes to the
el ected who use our share of federal tax dollars to
hel p others build the aforementi oned popul ati ons.

We are counted in all enclaves and all
the prison areas, but we're underrepresented in our
own communities and econom csS. In reality, blacks
are the majority in the United States and in the
state of Illinois.

Now, you all look at me puzzled when |
say that; but when you | ook at all the other groups,
the white population is made up of Lithuanians,
French, Dutch, Irish and so forth; the Asians are
made up of Japanese, Vietnamese and the |Iikew se; and

the same with the Arabs.

138



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

The bl acks are the only nonolithic
group in this country who are non-imm grants who have
come to this country and we are being
underrepresented in this country and in the city and
in politics, and under the current redistricting --
under the current district where gerrymanderi ng has
been going on, our resources have been given to our
peopl e who don't | ook |ike us. Our federal tax
dol Il ars have been given to people who don't ook |ike
us.

| live in Bronzeville Community which
is supposed to be the black metropolis of Chicago --
or one of them so they say, but you can't tell.

It's the home of former projects, Robert Tayl or,
Pilcher Park and the like, and just as we were

negl ected and shunned and marginalized, we are in the
same situation today and my hope is that when we --
when you-all do your redistricting -- is that you all
increase the anmount of representation in the black
community.

We have, what, three Congressional
districts and |I think that each group, l|like the
Hi spanics, the Asians -- and | think we all should

have our own representatives. The redistricting
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should be drawn to reflect 90 percent of voting age
people in each community.

Therefore, those of us who have been
mar gi nali zed have to get excuses from our
representatives, that I'"'melected for all the people.
See, | don't hear the Hispanics, | don't hear white
folks say it, but | hear it from our own community.
And so to conbat that, |I'mrequesting that all our
redistricting be done to include black -- but all the
bl ack encl aves should be intertwi ned or fixed up in a
gerrymanderi ng way.

Each race is represented by their own
culture and we live in Chicago, which is supposed to
be a diverse city, but blacks don't benefit from
di versity -- or maybe -- let me -- | don't want you
all to be confused, maybe African-Anmericans may
benefit fromthis but blacks don't and there's a
difference between the two.

See, African-Americans are those who
assiml|ated to the white race, who got jobs in
anot her class; the rest of us blacks are poor people
still fighting for freedom for a race that we don't
get in our representations from our elected

politicians or the state -- United States or |ocal.
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And so, therefore, it's very inmportant

for us -- to ny class of people that we be added into
this districting by adding or increasing our -- that
we're representing -- to reflect our community

because we're being underrepresented.
And with that, I'll rest.
And t hank you.
CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Thank you.
TESTI MONY
BY
MR. PAUL McKI NLEY:
First of all, I'"d like to say thank
you, | adies and gentlenmen, for allowi ng us to speak.
First of all, I'd Ilike to say that
when the projects was tore down on State Street,
there was a | arge tracks of popul ation of
Af rican-American to the south suburbs.
SENATOR HUNTER: Can you identify yourself?
MR. PAUL McKI NLEY: My name is Paul McKinl ey
and I'"'ma member of an organization called VOTE,
Voice of the Ex-Of fender, and the X stands for
everybody that's been X' d out in our community,
whet her it be welfare nothers, whether it be, you

know, basically the ones that you all throw in the
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gar bage can of society and wite us off and say that
we're the ones that's the problem the poor people.

l'd like to say that a | ot of the
houses -- a |l ot of the people that was living in the
City of Chicago when the Projects was tore down
during the transformation plans were renoved, which
was underneath Mayor Dal ey and Terry Peterson. | t
was basically an ethnic cleansing and it was moved to
t he south suburbs, the people in the south suburbs,
we asking this body that there be recommendati ons for
this body to change some the meetings.

The state of Illinois has 12 mllion
people in it and Cook County has 5 mllion people in
Cook County. So we at | east need nmore than just this
one neeting in Cook County. W definitely need
anot her meeting -- a few -- maybe even five meetings
in the south suburbs because when you are dealing
with our people moving fromthe city to the south
suburbs, that means that there needs to be new
districts strung out there. That means t hat
everything needs to be changed.

It's a whole new world now since you
have taken most of our people out of this community,

and a | ot of those people are not Denocrats. Some of
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t hose peopl e have now become Republicans or whatever.

So it would be in the benefit of this
body to hear some of the grass-root ideas that we
have, and one of the grass-root ideas that we would
like to have is that a | ot of the grass-root people
doesn't (sic) have access. There is a technical
divider. And so we would like to ask that this body
open up an office in a state building or in a
st ate- owned property building where we would have
access to computers. We would |ike to have access to
the TIGER file.

We al so would |like to have access or
some type of budget put to the side for these
grass-roots organi zations such as you see right here
at this table where we'd be able to go to Springfield
and be able to advocate even better for our people.
That way, the people that live in the south suburbs
as well in the City when they was -- when all this
ethnic cl eansing was going on can testify and try to
sit down and put another structure together wherein
it will benefit redistricting in our community.

We al so have a problem with some of
t he nunmbers. We disagree with some of the nunbers

that was -- that the Census cane in. We have a
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serious problem We don't believe that there's just
14 percent of African-Americans. W believe that
when all this displacement, when all this turning our
peopl e into what President Bush called the people in
New Or | eans.

SENATOR HUNTER: Ref ugees.

MR. PAUL McKI NLEY: Yeah. They turned our
people into refugees in the south suburbs where a | ot
of themare living out there. So there's -- a |ot of
them did not get counted. A |lot of people didn't get
counted in our community and in the urban areas --
they are right on the West Side -- or Danny Davis had
a policy that he made no effort to really try to
count our people.

So -- and we would like to ask y'all
to investigate that because we don't think that there
was really any sincere way that we had as a
grass-root organization to be able to have any i nmpact
on the Census.

So we would like for this body to put
something to -- to put a budget to the side with the
grass-root organi zation, not these organizations that
has been pinmping us. And we getting money -- you

know t he organi zati ons NAACP, Urban League, Operation
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Push, Nation of Islam-- all these, they don't
represent us. We don't go to their churches and
we're not in their religion. W' re just individuals
in our communities suffering fromthe m sl eadership
of those organi zations.

Those organi zations -- first of all,
l'd like to make one thing plain in this room also
about the NAACP. The NAACP cannot represent
Af ri can- Ameri cans. It represents a col ored peopl e,
i.e., an ethnic group. Every person in this roomis
froman ethnic group. You have a race and you have a
real identity. So they cannot -- they cannot
identify in 2011 and even change the name of their
organi zation to specifically say, We are dealing with
an ethnic group or this ethnic group or that ethnic
group.

So even in philosophy, they can't
stand up for me and try to redraw a map. How are you
going to redraw a map for me and you're not even
giving me the legitimcy as saying that |I'm even a
man? You are calling me something that ain't even in
the dictionary. There is no dictionary that says
that we're col ored.

So for you-all to enter this stuff in
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here and say that they're -- they don't represent us.
They cannot represent -- only in the ethnic group can
they represent the ethnic group. These Latinos, came
in here, they specifically said they were Latinos and
they identified what ethnic group they was talking
about .

So we would, first of all, like to ask
this body to stop allowi ng other groups who are
non-profit organizations to represent us and not even
identify who you are representing. What redistrict
did you represent?

When | saw the Chinese come in here,
they said that they was Asian- Americans. That's what
t hey said. Every one in here heard that. That's got
no di spute about what they said. They was
identifying who they was. So how can anot her group
come in and receive non-profit dollars and say that,
' m representing you and I don't have to call you by
your ethnic group and | don't even have to let you
even have a race?

And this is stuff that is definitely
offensive in 2011. W're in 2011. W're an
organi zation that was founded in 2009. | don't need

nobody to represent me that has no respect for me.
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How woul d you feel about it if |I come in and say |

represent you and don't even have the audacity to

respect your ethnic group? That's total disrespect.
So we are asking that this body set

somet hing aside for the grass-roots organi zations so

we can be able to submt our map. | f not, then the
process is flawed. | f you can't do that, the process
is flawed. If we don't have an opportunity to be
able to -- each one of us at this table to be able to

sit down and to go in a roomand to do whatever we do
and present it to this body. Accept it or reject it,
we shoul d have that opportunity.

After all, this is a democracy. We're
not living in Communi st -- used to be Conmmuni st
Russia. W're living in a denocracy and in a
democracy, everybody has an opi nion. | mean, you may
not agree with it, but we are at least allowed to
have that opinion or voice that opinion. That's one

of the first amendnments of our constitution.

So |'m asking that -- also, that this
body, because you will be presenting a statement, you
will be presenting your map that this body wll be

presenting, we would |like to see that map in advance

before it's voted on.
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Can we at |east get an agreenment on

that so that we can -- if there's something wrong
with it or something right with it, we will at |east
be able to do that? Can | get something -- some type
of response fromthis body after | get through

speaking on this, M. Chairman?
CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Yes.
MR. PAUL McKI NLEY: Okay. Thank you very much.
TESTI MONY
BY
MS. ASI AHA BUTLER
Good afternoon. My name Asi aha
Butl er. |'m a representative or a menber of the
Resi dent Associ ation of Greater Englewood, also known
as RAGE.
l'd like to first thank you all for
t he opportunity to allow us to do this hearing and
express our concerns in terms of the Greater
Engl ewood ar ea.
The Resi dent Associ ation of Greater
Engl ewood is a non-for-profit, nonpartisan public
interest group which nobilized residents and
resources to create positive change in the community

t hrough sol ution-based probl em sol vi ng. | served on
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t he Census Count Comm ttee for Greater Engl ewood so |
find this issue very dear to me.

We would Iike the record to reflect
the foll owi ng boundaries be defined for the area of
Engl ewood: 55th Street to the north, 75th Street to
t he south, the Dan Ryan Expressway to the east, and
Ham | ton Avenue to the west. We do have a map t hat
we've outlined so we can give it to all the Commttee
members.

Currently, these communities are
actually aligned with the boundaries of the Chicago
Police District, which is that. W also have a map
of the 7th District boundaries and according to the
2010 Census, the population within these boundaries
is 69, 344.

Currently, Greater Englewood is
covered by two Senatorial districts, 3rd and the
16t h, and the three Representative districts, 6th,
32nd and the 31st District. In an effort to ensure
adequate services and representation in the Illinois
General Assenmbly, we are requesting Greater Engl ewood
to be remapped to fall into one Senatorial district
and no more than two Representative districts.

Al t hough Greater Engl ewood does not
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currently suffer frominadequate racial

representation, our conmmunity's voting power

i's

di verse anmong five state |egislative districts.

l[imts our ability to hold, until representation,

representatives accountable on persistent

face as a comunity.

resi dents and

Thi s

i ssues we

Safety is a primary concern of

busi nesses in Greater Englewood, th

us,

it would be appropriate to align service boundaries

in this case.

District with

better enabl e

representatives to increase safety as well

ot her rel ated

devel opnment .

The Chicago -- a Chicago 7th Police

political boundaries.

We believe this recommendati on will

our communities to work with our

as address

i ssues, such as education and econom c

Our m ssion at RAGE is to bring

residents together to tackle issues we face as a

community realigning our

into the Senatorial district and no more than two

Representative districts and the Illinois

redistricting

direction.

process will be a step in the right

We'd |ike to thank you al

for

your

state | egislative footprint
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time and your consideration and, again, thank you for
all owing us to speak today.

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Senat or Mal oney?

SENATOR MALONEY: Thank you. To the second
gentl eman representing the 10th Ward -- |'m sorry.

f orgot.

MR. XAVI ER ROMAN: Xavi er Roman.

SENATOR MALONEY: Okay. Xavi er, thank you very
much.

The denographics of the 10th Ward, can
you tell me a little bit about that now, just exactly
what it is.

MR. XAVI ER ROMAN: Yeah, they go from 83rd
Street --

SENATOR MALONEY: No, no, not the boundaries --
|'mfamliar with the boundaries -- the denographics.
White? Black? Latino?

MR. XAVI ER ROMAN: The demographics run into
67 percent Latino and the African-American
popul ation, | believe that is about 21 percent and
then the rest Caucasi an.

SENATOR MALONEY: Okay. So, in your view,
establishing a Latino district there would not erode

the influence of the African-American popul ation?
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MR. XAVI ER ROMAN: Correct.
SENATOR MALONEY: Do you have a suggestion or
will you be producing a map?
MR. XAVI ER ROMAN: Yes, we will.
SENATOR MALONEY: Okay. Great. Thank you
CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Senat or Hunter.
SENATOR HUNTER: Thank you, M. Chairman.
M. MKinley, you were referring to
meetings and heari ngs.
Are you suggesting that we hold nore
hearings in Cook County? |Is that -- did | hear --
MR. PAUL McKI NLEY: Yeah. \What | was saying
was since nost of the people who was once |iving on
State Street was living in the Projects they have now
moved to the south suburbs and we would |ike to have
some meetings in the south suburbs if we are going to
be adequately represented because we're not going to
be represented by just having a neeting right here.
We've got to have some neetings in the south suburbs
because there is a |large mgration of
Af rican- Ameri cans who moved out there.
And so we would definitely ask that
this body recommend that they would have nmeetings out

t here.
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SENATOR HUNTER: Okay. | had anot her questi on.
You nentioned that something needs to
be set aside. So are you referring to that, we
shoul d make public workstations avail able so that
you-all can utilize to draw your own map? |s that
what you were referring to.

MR. PAUL McKI NLEY: Yes, ma'am What we were
asking for was, by the City of Chicago being a
central location -- and it's not hard for people to
jump on the bus through the whole City of Chicago and
come to a central location where we can sit down
and -- review, sit down and talk to people. W are
trying to get some volunteers, some |egal people so
that we will be able to draw our map as well as the
people in the suburbs.

SENATOR HUNTER: So what organi zation are you
wor ki ng with?

s VOTE trying to draw your own map or
are you bringing other individuals or group.

MR. PAUL McKI NLEY: No, it's a task force. We
have a task force and we have also formed our own
caucus.

SENATOR HUNTER: VWho is "we"?

MR. PAUL McKI NLEY: There's several
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different --

SENATOR HUNTER: Or gani zati ons?

MR. PAUL McKI NLEY: -- organi zations who have
their own nanmes --

SENATOR HUNTER: Okay.

MR. PAUL McKI NLEY: So | just came down here --
you asked me who I was and | was telling you what my
position is --

SENATOR HUNTER: Ri ght ?

MR. PAUL McKI NLEY: -- but we have a coalition
of different people who want to sit down with us and
draw t hese maps. It's not me as an individual
because I'"'m -- | don't know that nuch about it.

SENATOR HUNTER: So if we make workstations
avail able, would it be the group that would utilize
t he workstation?

MR. PAUL McKI NLEY: It would be the group that
will utilize the facilities so we will be able to
come and draw our map because you are dealing with a
group of people that doesn't have the -- they have
l[imted funds where they cannot be doing it.

And also the -- Springfield, | would
ask that this body would not have so many neetings in

Springfield because what it actually does, it --

154



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

concerning this, it makes it appear that y'all are
intentionally not allowi ng the grass-root people to
have a say by having a nmeeting so far away that it's
just absolutely ridicul ous. | mean, they can only
get on the bus and go somewhere.

SENATOR HUNTER: Okay. | just wanted to
clarify --

MR. PAUL McKI NLEY: Okay. Thank you very much.
|'m waiting for the Chairman to say that he was going
to do that.

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Senator Collins?

SENATOR HUNTER: | have one nore question,
M. Chairman.

Ms. Butler, what makes Engl ewood
different or does it stand out?

What is the uniqueness about the
Engl ewood community as conpared to the other
communities.

MS. ASI AHA BUTLER: | would say one of the
t hi ngs that makes us unique is also the way that
we' re mapped locally. W are divided into six

different wards, which also makes it very difficult

for us to get any l|legislative or representations from

our elected officials. So if we can start at the
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state level, we are hoping it can trickle down to the
| ocal level.

SENATOR HUNTER: Good. Thank you

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Senat or Col |lins.

SENATOR COLLI NS: M. MKinley?

MR. PAUL McKI NLEY: Yes, ma' am

SENATOR COLLINS: MKinley. Let me just ask
you a question.

How di d you hear -- |I'm hearing you
want to have more hearings out in the south suburban
ar ea. How di d you hear about this hearing and what
woul d your suggestions be about getting the word out?

If we were to have other neetings, how
do we get the word out to your group or your -- what
woul d you suggest to do.

MR. PAUL McKI NLEY: First of all, I'd like to
say that people who live in the south suburbs are
isolated and a | ot of people who have moved out there
were Section 8s. They don't have transportation as
far as cars, they don't own no -- they got a house --
they're living in a house and some of them don't even
have jobs. And |I'm not speaking ill of them but
they don't have the transportation to be able to nove

around in the City, in the City of Chicago --
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SENATOR COLLI NS: Well, besides the

transportation issue, how would you communi cate -- or
how woul d we communi cate that we are having -- how
did you hear about -- first of all, how did you hear

about this hearing and how would we work to have
t hose individuals that don't have access to
transportation, that -- we're not asking about the
transportation, we're asking how do we get the
information out to them about the hearing if we were
to have a hearing in the suburbs?
What are your suggestions.
MR. PAUL McKI NLEY: Well, first of all, in each

one of these communities you have grass-root

organi zati ons. Most of the time they're un-utilized.
And | heard of it through word of nouth. | did not
hear it on the Internet. | didn't know -- somebody

told me word of mouth, called nme up, texted me and
then | started telling everybody el se about it. Some
people in the south suburbs said, We ain't going to
be able to make that on short notice |ike that.

So | heard it like that. So the best
thing to do is that the -- if the -- this body were
to be able to say that, well, next nonth, whatever

day, then we would go to the network the grass-root
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organi zation and informthemin the south suburbs

t hat you were having these events, then we would be
able to -- you know, because you-all do have it on
the Internet -- I"'mon the Internet -- then you would
have participation because the grass-root

organi zation would then tell the people in other
parts of the community, Hey, this is what's
happening, it's happening at the school out here or
the library or so and so church, whatever and they
woul d you -- then people would come and facilitate
t he meeti ng.

SENATOR COLLI NS: So you're saying "the
grass-root organization."

Do you have some of the --

MR. PAUL McKI NLEY: There's several nanmes.
There's several nanes.

SENATOR COLLINS: Well, would you provide us
with a name of a grass-root organization so we can
contact thenm?

MR. PAUL McKI NLEY: That would be the best way.

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Senat or Ri ghter.

M NORI TY SPOKESPERSON RI GHTER: Thank you,

M. Chairman.

M. McKinley?
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MR. PAUL McKI NLEY: Yes, sir.

M NORI TY SPOKESPERSON RI GHTER: The question
you asked the Chairman -- and | know he'll respond to
you about seeing a map before it's voted on by the
General Assenmbly -- how long -- there's some other
groups that have tal ked about a week, two weeks.

Do you have an idea as far as period
of time in mnd?

MR. PAUL McKI NLEY: Well, we don't want to --
see, let's say that you are going to vote on it in a
week. We wouldn't want you to show us the map in a
week. We have a -- first of all, the map itself is
compl ex and you're giving us a map and us sitting
down -- we're a |ayman, and you are consi dered
pr of essi onal s.

M NORI TY SPOKESPERSON RI GHTER: Not everybody.

MR. PAUL McKI NLEY: And by you being a
professional, you may be able to go through it
better. You may have -- one of your staff menmbers
may be able to go through it better. But us at this
table -- hey, | nmean, | don't consider myself the
stupi dest person in the world, but | wouldn't be able
to go through it |ike that.

So we would have to sit down with our
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grass-root organizations and our coalition and | ook

through it and if we only have a short amount of

time -- two weeks is just too short. We think we
need at | east -- you know, right after you come up
with it, right after you come up with it, it should

be made public. There shouldn't be no shadows.
There shouldn't be no, We canme up with the map and
we're not going to let it out before -- 2 m nutes
bef ore showti me.
Now, that's the real i1ssue and

believe legitimately that's what the organizations
are saying to you, that as soon as y'all have drawn
up the map and agreed, Well, here is our map, then
you need -- it needs to be put on the Internet, it
needs to be a press conference, whatever, through the
public media and in that way -- and they need to have
a meeting right after that so we can respond sayi ng,
Well, we find problems with this because you're going
to have problems with it and we find this is okay and
t hat woul d be the better way to do it.

M NORI TY SPOKESPERSON RI GHTER: Now, you said
an absolute m ni mum of two weeks?

MR. PAUL McKI NLEY: That's --

M NORI TY SPOKESPERSON RI GHTER: You actually
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said nore.
MR. PAUL McKI NLEY: That's not -- two weeks is

not really giving a layman a real type of a chance.

' m saying that when you -- as soon as you put the
map together -- it is not a secret. You-all not at
t he Manhattan Project. So it should be revealed to

the public that, We have come up with this plan,
there is no rush to hurry up and pass it, and -- |

believe, you represent the Republican VWhip; right?

M NORI TY SPOKESPERSON RI GHTER: l"mthe -- |I'm
a Republi can. ' m al so the deputy | eader
MR. PAUL McKI NLEY: Oh, | thought you were --

M NORI TY SPOKESPERSON RI GHTER: Don't get
caught up in titles.

MR. PAUL McKI NLEY: What | was saying was was
that quite surely, you would want -- your group would
definitely want more time to make sure that the

t hings that you want would be in there. W want the

same thing. You know what |'m saying? Because right
now, our community, we feel like we're the
m nority -- not that we don't have representation up

here, but we feel that we are the mnority.
So that's what she was sayi ng about

Engl ewood. We feel that the way that that map was

161



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

drawn up was a way to disenfranchi se us. So t hat
needs to be straightened out and it doesn't need to
be done |Iike that no nore; but that's not there,
that's in the south suburbs and everything.

So that's what |'m sayi ng.

M NORI TY SPOKESPERSON RI GHTER: You bring an

i nteresting perspective because you're right, you're
not one of these groups or associations, necessarily,;
but two other areas, if | can, out of respect for
everyone's time.

One, do you think that we should have
hearings around the state after that map conmes out.

MR. PAUL McKI NLEY: We definitely need to have

hearings after the map comes out because what it's
saying is that the map is a go. It's already done.
We don't -- Hey, you can | ook at the map, but we're
going to vote on it anyway. And we don't want to
t hrow out that type of -- | mean, isn't there a war
right now because they're saying there's a dictator
over there?

We want to have an open and free
process and the only way you can have an open and
free process is to have hearings afterward with the

peopl e who may have a gri pe about the map. They need
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to be brought into the room they need to | ook at the
map, they need anple time to review the map, and then
t hey need anple time to respond to say that, This map
does not reflect our comunity and it
di senfranchi ses.

Because that's what the Latinos are
saying, that their community and that they're being
di senfranchi sed by the way the map i s being drawn now
and to keep them from being franchised (sic) because
if they're disenfranchised.

| "' m being disenfranchised, so you

don't want these -- them |l ooking at it one way, M ke
Madi gan's way, and we don't want that. W want --
the last time | |ooked, this is the Land of Lincoln,

not the Land of M ke Madi gan.

SENATOR COLLI NS: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: All right. Now, to reply
to this gentleman, the initial phase of the
redistricting process is one where we're going to try
to pass a map through -- via |legislation. If we're
unsuccessful with that, it will go to a comm ssi on;
and if that's unsuccessful, it will go to speci al
mag- -- it will go to the courts.

What we -- what |'ve been trying to do
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t hroughout this process is -- and probably the way
you heard about it, through word of mouth -- is

because |'ve done everything I can to make sure that

the word of mouth is out there. |"ve sent press
rel eases. |"ve sent -- | put it on the Web site.
|'ve spoken to groups. | ve done everything | can to

try to get the word of mouth out there because |
haven't been trying to hide a thing.

Part of what | want out of these
hearings -- and | know there are going to be plenty
more and | take under advi sement your suggestion that
there be hearings in the south suburbs. What | want
from hearings is to get input so that that input can
be taken into account in drawing a map, not just
sayi ng, Okay, |ook at this. You tell me ahead of
time what it is you want in there.

Once that is done, once there is a
first rendition like legislation -- you know,
introduce different types of |egislation -- once the
| egislation is introduced, sometimes if there's
suggested changes and we have anmendnments and, you
know, dependi ng on when -- you heard -- you' ve been
here throughout the day. There is all sorts of

different comunity groups that want all sorts of
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di fferent things --

MR. PAUL McKI NLEY: That's right.

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: -- sone of those things
conflict with one another, right --

MR. PAUL McKI NLEY: Mr- hmm

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: -- and so we're doing our
best to try to get that input so that -- |'ve put a
Web site up. It's my intention to, you know, as soon

as there's a rendering of a map, to post that up so
peopl e can see that and so we can have hearings
afterwards and so people can be i nformed.

MR. PAUL McKI NLEY: M. Chairman, before you
go, you still haven't answered the question about the
facilitating the grass-root organi zati ons and
allowing themto have a -- setting up some type of
budgets so they can have a room or opportunity to be
in the State Capitol or something like this. You
know what |'m saying? That was one of the other
issues and | am quite sure that you are doing your
best to get the word out, but you are just one man.

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Exactly. And |I'm gl ad you
just made that point. | am just one man and, you
know, this one man has come out of his personal

pocket to put up the Web site -- not the State's
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money, not anybody else's money, it comes out of his
personal pocket to put up the Web site. | only have

so much in my personal pocket.

MR. PAUL McKI NLEY: Well, that is a noble
experiment, but I'mreally going to get back to the
real meat of the conversation, that are you willing
to be -- open up the facilities for these groups so

that they can sit down and try to help draw the map
to facilitate us?

CHAlI RPERSON RAOUL: We have -- |'m being so
i nformed, we have purchased a public workstation and
eventually we're going to roll out protocols so that
people --

MR. PAUL McKI NLEY: \Where is that, Senator?
You don't know right now?

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Yeah, | don't know right
now, but | will personally informyou.

MR. PAUL McKI NLEY: Okay. Thank you very much.

MR. JOSEPH WATKI NS: What is our --

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Can you speak into the mc?

MR. JOSEPH WATKI NS: |'m sorry. MWhat is it --
after |looking at -- |ike Paul was saying, we were
just informed about this hearing over the weekend,

whi ch gave us a short time to prepare, but we went on
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the Internet, | think, on some site and what is this
mapmaker ESRI or something? Are you famliar with
t hat ?

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: It's a map draw ng
sof t war e?

MR. JOSEPH WATKI NS: Yes. Is that -- does that
connect to you all if we were to try to --

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: We're going to have that
avai |l able on the public --

MR. PAUL McKI NLEY: He's asking if we would
have access to that and the TIGER file?

MR. JOSEPH WATKI NS: We was asking, will we
have access to that because --

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Yeah, when we roll out the
public workstation -- |I'mjust being informed of the
public workstation --

MR. PAUL McKI NLEY: It's his fault, okay.

MR. JOSEPH WATKI NS: And, finally, | alnmost
forgot to say that we, too, want to make sure that
prisoners are counted in their district as well.

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: | think there is some
pendi ng legislation in the House filed by LaShawn
Ford.

Thank you very much.
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Rosa Perea, Centro Communitario Juan
Di ego; Jeff Smth; Jim G nderski, Neighbors for a
Heal t hy Rogers Park, Steve Brunton, Chinese Mutual
Aid Association -- | can't make out the first nanme --
| di da Perez, West Town Leadership United.

Are you here?

(No response.)

John Baggett.

(No response.)

John Baggett.

(No response.)

James Harl an.

(No response.)

James Harl an.

(No response.)

Al'l right. You may start.

TESTI MONY

BY

MS. ROSA PEREA:

Hi . My name is Rosa Perea and | work
at a community center called Centro Conmmunitario Juan
Di ego on the Southeast Side of Chicago and | am al so
a menber of the New 10th Ward Community Service

Organi zation and I'"m going to be really brief. I
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have just points that | want to just really quickly
go over.

So our agency was opened in 1994 for
the Latino community. There was no -- actually,
nowhere for Latino community residents to go and get
services, specifically, the newly imm grated
community. So through the years our agency has
grown. We currently service over 20,000 people a
year and that's not just the South Chicago community,
that's including South Chicago all the way down to
Lansi ng and even going into |Indi ana.

Our progranms currently, are just
really quickly, famly literacy progranms, organizing
programs, services and, nore successful, our
community health promoter programs where we go into
the community and do home visits and try to get
people out to the services that they need. These are
peopl e that are marginalized and someti mes not
count ed.

But | just wanted to quickly say that
we do have M ss Barbara Currie who does support some
of the immgration issues; but other than that, we do
not have anybody el se who really represents -- truly

represents the South Chicago Latino comunity and |
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just wanted to ask you all to please -- |I'm

advocating for designated Hispanic rights in the

House district. My col | eagues al ready spoke a | ot
more on that. So | just wanted to quickly throw that
out .
Thank you
CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: | appreciate that.
Just as a note, | do have a | ot of

contact froma | ot of people fromthe Southeast
Chi cago community --

MS. ROSA PEREA: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: -- specifically on
imm gration issues as well. | ' ve been very active on
that, just as a note.
TESTI MONY
BY

MR. JI' M Gl NDERSKI

There's a bar in New York City called
The Bitter End and | feel like I"mon simlar ground
here.

Good afternoon. My name is Jim
G nderski and I live in the Rogers Park community of
Chi cago.

| lead the health advocacy group,
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Nei ghbors for a Healthy Rogers Park which amng ot her
t hings, conmpleted a community health needs assessnment
of Rogers Park, and subsequently used that data to
recruit a provider and obtain a federal New Access
Poi nt grant that built the Rogers Park Health Center.
| also serve on the 49th Ward Zoni ng
and Land Use Commttee, the Steering Comm ttee of the
49t h Ward Denocratic Organi zati on, County
Comm ssioner Larry Suffredin's Health Advisory Board,
and Senator Steans' Policy Advisory Board, and I'm a
foundi ng menmber of the 49th Ward's Participatory
Budgeti ng Leadership Commttee.

My work in these and other roles has
given me a solid understanding of the chall enges
presented by the current configuration of our
el ectoral districts.

Rogers Park is an old comunity,
established in 1830, incorporated as a village in
1878, then annexed into the City of Chicago in 1893.
Chicago officially designates the area outlined in
blue in your handout as the Rogers Park neighborhood.

As you can see, Rogers Park adjoins
Lake M chigan on the east side, the suburb of

Evanston to the north, the West Ridge Nei ghborhood to
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t he west and Edgewater to the south. Roughl y
85 percent of Rogers Park is within the 7th Senate
and the 14th House districts. The other 15 percent,
al ong the northern edge and outlined in orange in
your handout falls within the 9th Senate and 18th
House districts. It is that area that | wish to
address today.

The question for Rogers Park is
whet her our northern eleven precincts fit better with
districts that are 95 percent suburban in conmposition
or more intimately linked to the rest of the Rogers
Park comunity. The answer is clear. Hi storically,
economcally, culturally, in matters of governnment
and other services as well as geography, Rogers Park
is a distinct community and its northern section is
an integral part of it.

The area in question, again, marked in
orange, is nearly surrounded by Rogers Park's
7th Senate and 14th House districts. To the north,
marked in pink, is a cemetery; to the east is the
| ake; and to the west, a 15-foot high wall
surroundi ng the CTA train yard. Only a few bl ock
section of Howard Street to the west of the train

yard is an actual interactive border with the 9th

172



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Senate and 18th House districts, and this is nostly a
commerci al area along a major thoroughfare, which is
al so the municipal border with Evanston.

Thi s arrangenment places a dense and
compl ex Chi cago nei ghborhood into a nostly suburban
| egi slative district, forcing suburban | egislatures
to maintain an additional |ayer of constituent
service resources for an area that is barely
5 percent of their jurisdiction.

This division makes even | ess sense
when nei ghborhood factors are consi dered. Roger s
Park's elenmentary schools feed into the 7th District
Sul l'ivan Hi gh School and Chicago Math and Science
Acadeny, except for Gale Elementary, which is |ocated
in the 9th District. Also, Howard Area Community
Center's Alternative High School for kids who have
struggled at Sullivan is located in the 9th District
putting matters that involve famlies with children
at both institutions under the aegis of four
| egi sl ators.

This situation plays out in other
ways, as well.

On health, for exanple, public health

and emergency services in Rogers Park are handl ed by

173



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

t he Chicago Fire Department and the Departnment of
Public Health. This is especially relevant with
epi dem ol ogy issues like HIN1 flu, West Nile Virus
and rabies tracking.

Subur ban data generated by anal ysis
there and provided to the 9th and 18th District
| egislators is only relevant to 95 percent of those
districts and possibly in conflict with what may be
provi ded by Chicago agencies to the portion of the
district within city limts.

This confusion is conpounded by the
use of e-mail for constituent communications, as
e-mail lists have to be specially configured to
account for the geography.

Ment al health issues in Rogers Park
involve multiple Chicago agencies, including the
Chi cago Departnment of Mental Health. In the 9th and
18th Districts, the Evanston and Skoki e Departnments
of Public Health hold sway. Al so, suburban health
institutions often see themselves as disconnected
from Rogers Park residents, for exanple, Evanston
Hospital, which recently redrew its charity care
boundaries to specifically exclude Rogers Park

resi dents.
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Rogers Park is served by the 24th
District of the Chicago Police Departnment. | n cases
where | egislator involvement in police issues is
required, under the current mapping, two senators and
two representatives share responsibility for Rogers
Park's 1.8 square mle area.

The conplexity of this was clear a
coupl e years ago when the majority of 911 calls for
service in Rogers Park were fromthe area in the 9th
and 18th District, while the rest of the 7th and 14th
Districts lie within the 24th Police District. I n
the 9th and 18th Districts, nost policing is done by
subur ban departments who do not have jurisdiction in
Roger s Par k.

One shared resource between all four
districts is the | akefront. Here, too, however,
there are substantial differences between how Rogers
Park and Evanston view their portion of the Lake
M chi gan shoreline. Di fferent agencies manage this
resource in the city and suburbs and in Rogers Park,
t he beaches are open and free to everyone, where in
Evanston, access is controlled using fees.

The Rogers Park business community is

served by the Rogers Park Business Alliance which

175



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

manages two City of Chicago Special Services Area
Taxing districts, one in the 7th and 14th and one in
the 9th and 18th Districts. There are also three TIF
districts in Rogers Park, with two of those in the
7th and 14th and one in the 9th and 18th Districts.
Addi tionally, most businesses in the 9th and 18th
districts are represented by the suburban Chanbers of
Commerce who don't have a presence in Rogers Park at
all . If it sounds confusing, well, it is.

Rogers Park is served by a nunber of
uni que medi a, including RogersPark.com A recent
survey found that Rogers Park had the fifth highest
concentration of nei ghborhood-based blogs in the
nati on, which shows clearly that residents fee
strongly about their community.

There are two newspapers in the 9th
and 18th Districts, but they mostly confine their
reporting to events in the suburbs.

Finally, there are the human services
providers, several of which are partially State
funded and serve the Rogers Park neighborhood.
Little, if any, work is done by nost of these
agencies in the suburban areas of the 9th and 18th

Districts. They are city nei ghborhood institutions
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t hat should be accountable to city nei ghborhood

| egi slators. Some, |ike Howard Area Community
Center, have actually got buildings in all four
Rogers Park District areas, creating extra burdens to
mai ntain relationships that divert resources from
their primary m ssions.

In no way, for the record, is this
proposed change intended to inply dissatisfaction
with the I egislators who currently serve in the 9th
and 18th Districts. | ndeed, Senator Schoenberg and
Representati ve Gabel have consistently risen to the
chal | enges this mappi ng has forced upon them
However, this remap could allow themto serve
uni formy suburban districts without the distraction
of a 5 percent City carve-out.

On nearly every front, from business
to culture to charity work to education, as well as
our ability to speak as a united comunity, the
el even precincts of the 49th Ward of Chicago are a
part of Rogers Park and should be part of the 7th and
14th State |legislative districts.

"Il just add, kind of off the
mai nstream here, that my community, Rogers Park, at

one point was the most racially diverse comunity in
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the nation. W're still, by far, the most racially
diverse ZI P code, | believe, in the entire state of
Il1linois. W' re a shining exanple of where this
country hopes to be. Maybe in 100 years -- we've
heard a | ot of folks here talk about -- today how to
wrest some fairness froma long troubl ed process,
putting our community together. W speak 80

| anguages in our community.

As Senator Steans al ways says, no one
person can possibly ever enbody all of our stories.
We don't do anything perfectly, there is al ways
tensions in every diverse community; but | think if
you put us all together as a neighborhood, we would
wor k our issues out and we would do pretty well.

One day, | think this whole country is
going to get to that point; but right now, Rogers
Park is the closest place we all eventually hope to
get. So | hope you will consider putting us all in
the same district so we can continue to nmove forward
t oget her.

Thank you

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: M. Smth.
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TESTI MONY

BY

MR. JEFF SM TH:

Thank you, Chairman Raoul and members
of the Comm ttee.

My name is Jeff Smth. By way of
credentials, | was a former State Central
Comm tteeman many years ago in the 9th Congressi onal
District when it was configured a little differently
than it is now and I'm currently on the Board of
Directors of the Denmocratic Party of Evanston as well
as a couple other organizations, including the
Central Street Neighbors Association, which is one of
the | arger community organizations in Evanston, and
Citizens for a Greener Evanston, which hel ped devel op
t he Evanston Climte Action Plan.

| worked with Legal Services
Cor poration and TASIS on redistricting cases doing
not hing but, for an entire summer, trying to break up
some of those cracked districts that you saw there.
| wrote my senior |aw school thesis on redistricting.
| devel oped a course on election |aw and taught it a
couple times, including to some fol ks who are now

el ected officials.
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And | have testified before the
Evanston City Council on redistricting after two
different separate instances and worked with students
and residents to draw up area board maps. And | was
recently a candidate for the General Assenmbly from
the 18th District.

You heard M. Gi nderski and
M. Hllmn --

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: | m going to give you ny
pen with all that expertise.

MR. JEFF SMTH: Well, we'll see. We'II| see.
|'d like to think that if | had gotten el ected, at
most, perhaps, they wouldn't be |ooking to cede from
the 18th, but their points are well taken.

| did want to tell this Commttee two
sad stories that | experienced during the recent
el ection, the primary, a year ago. One was one that
happened repeatedly when | was canmpai gni ng, when |
woul d ask people what district they lived in, who
represented themin the General Assenbly.

At that point, our representative,
Julie Hanos, had been there nearly a decade and it
being -- having the reputation of a literate and

politically involved district, you would think
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everybody would know, and | was shocked to find how
many people could not answer the question without a
pronpt. And if you gave them the prompt, Well, is it
Julie Hamos, Oh, yes. Yes, it is. And then they
write down their address, of course, they were in
Krai g Paul sen's district.

So people will say "yes" to a question
and that, to nme, was a little dispiriting. Mor e
dispiriting was on election day when our canpai gn got
calls from people who were not being given a ball ot
and wanted to vote for me and were unable to because
the judges in the precinct were giving them ballots
for the 17th Representative district because it was a
split precinct.

The judges didn't seemto realize that
and when we finally won the argument convincing them
to stop giving out those ballots, then they wouldn't
call up the folks who had m svoted saying, Well,
we'll see how close it is and if it's really close,
then we can do somet hing about it. Well, it wasn't
t hat cl ose, but the point is everybody should be able
to vote, everybody should have their vote count and
t hese things wouldn't happen if lines weren't drawn

wi t hout respect to other -- to other boundaries.
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M. Gi nderski gave a history that's l|largely correct
of Rogers Park and Evanston. | would say that the
two communities are a little more linked in history
and Evanston is not what you would call a typical
suburb, you can argue that there's nore
representation if you have nore than one
representative, but he is correct that those 11
precincts are physically cut off fromthe rest of the
district fromby the CTA tracks primarily and by a
cenmetery on the north, they're really -- it's hard to
get from one part of the district to the other, so
his points are well taken.

In general, | would concur and
therefore won't repeat many of the points that Betty
Magness of the IVI-1PO made as to the advisability of
districts being compact, contiguous and having
natural and recogni zed community boundaries. This,
obvi ously, poses an ironic and difficult dilemma for
you when you're trying to draw |lines based on quote,
traditional community boundari es where those
community boundaries may, in fact, reflect racismor
ot her divisions that we don't approve of and you
don't want | egislation to be perpetuating those

di vi si ons. Nonet hel ess, we have to take theminto
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account .

The new point | would like to raise --
or the newest is that | would encourage draw ng --
agai nst drawi ng, quote, safe, unguote, partisan
districts. ' m tal ki ng about drawi ng districts that
are so safe that the entire battle is done in the
primary process because what that does, especially
with Illinois' early primary, is shift the battle to
primary cycle and it extends the election season. | t
contributes to us having the sense of perpetual
campai gni ng. It makes el ections nmore expensive. |t
fatigues the electorate, it produces | egislatures
that are nore pulverized than they would be otherw se
and, thus, it produces the gridlock sonme of the
problems that we've experienced, both at the state
and the national |evel

And |I'm not attributing this, just

i ke my Denmocratic party in Evanston had, to either

political party. | think it's a product of the
process. It di sempowers safe districts; that is,
t hose who don't affiliate with major parties ranging

from political independence to those who support
m nor parties and incunbents already have some

i ncredi bl e advantages. So it doesn't really need
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safe districts to have a good chance of getting
reel ect ed.

| woul d urge that the map-draw ng
software be made as avail able as possible to as many
peopl e as possible as early as possible so that input
by the public is not confined sinply to commenting on
maps that others have drawn.

| ' m going to urge that you do things
t hat are going to make your job more difficult. And
"' m sorry to do that, but what you need to do
requires inquiry into nmore of the denographics. You
need to take into consideration the prejudices
agai nst any community that clains that it needs a
district of its own. We need to see evidence that a
community votes as a block and that the el ectorate
out si de of that group, a majority electorate, votes
agai nst that population as a group.

Ot herwi se -- because if everybody
voted the same, then the colors and ethnicities
really wouldn't matter. Peopl e woul d be having an
equal opportunity to choose, quote, the
representative of their choice and, to this extent,
we have to take into account the neaning of the

el ecti ons of Barack Obama, Anita Alvarez, Joe
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Berrios, Rahm Emanuel, and even Anmeya Pawar in the
47t h Ward of Chi cago.

There is potential constitutional

problems no matter what we do. It's possible that no
matter what this body -- this |egislature does, there
will be a lawsuit and so, therefore, making the

process as transparent and foll owi ng neutral
principles to the greatest extent possible will help
any map you draw be the nmost defensible in that
['itigation.

In addition to those who have urged
that the map be rel eased at | east one week before the
vote, | urge it be earlier than that. | woul d al so
urge that it come out in the election cycle. It wil
give the opportunity for campaigns to get off of the
ground; that would be a denial of democracy if the
map didn't get approved until the week before
petitions are due to be circulated. Waiting until
the | ast possible noment would i ndeed work as an
i ncumbent protection bill. "' m sure no i ncumbent
wants to be accused of that.

I n short, you have a difficult task
a lot of principles to take into consideration. I

urge adherence to the greatest extent possible to
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reform principles that have been put forth by groups
such as the IVI-1PO, by Cindi Canary of the Coalition
Group, political reform by some of our | eading
newspapers in this -- in this state, and by the
citizen activist groups that have come forth and
urging, if not demandi ng, adherence to principles of
real denocracy.
Thank you
CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Thank you.
| suppose we'll probably be accused of
i ncumbent protection no matter what we do and how we
do it, but | guess that's one of the perils of the
j obs.
Senat or Har mon.
SENATOR HARMON: Thank you, M. Chairman. Just
a quick question for M. G nderski
We heard earlier today from Kyl e
Hi Il man.
MR. JI' M Gl NDERSKI : Yes.
SENATOR HARMON: Very simlar testinony.
Are you working together? 1Is that a
coi nci dence.
MR. Gl NDERSKI : You know, this -- pardon me.

That's one of the unique things about Rogers Park.
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had no idea M. Hillman was com ng here today and |
asked hi m what he was testifying for and he flipped
open his folder and he has the exact same map with
t he exact same ideas that | do.

SENATOR HARMON: Okay. Thank you

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: | have a question, kind of
a Rogers Park/Evanston question since | have you both
here.

When you start talking -- this goes to
the conplexity of, you know, weighing various
communities of interest. When you start thinking
about it -- and | understand, I'mfamliar with the
cemetery separating along the | akefront there; but
there are other portions that go directly, you know,
across Howard and into Evanston, and in the Evanston
community -- |I'mof Haitian descent -- you have sone
Haitians in the Rogers Park community and you have
ot her Cari bbeans in the Rogers Park comunity as well
as you do have a significant Caribbean population in
Evanst on.

So there may be communities of
i nterest of Caribbean-Americans that say, Hey, we
want to be held together and that would go agai nst

t he phil osophy that you propose. "' m not suggesting
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one against the other or in favor of the other, but |
think it's an illustration of the conmplexity of what
we have to deal with. You've heard the roonful of
diverse Illinoisans with their various comonalities
and sone of them conflict with one anot her. | just
wanted to hear your thoughts on that.

MR. JI' M Gl NDERSKI : You know, in Rogers Park,
we have the Haitian-American Community Organization
and the Progressive Haitian-American Community
Organi zation and a whole | ot of work was done raising
funds for the country of Haiti after the | ast
eart hquake. Those efforts were undertaken across the
entire comunity, certainly with the involvement of
Haitian -- people of Haitian descent, but also a
tremendous amount of involvement in terms of Rogers
Parkers. W really do see each other as members of
all the same community.

| won't deny and woul dn't want to deny

t hat those other connections exist that go beyond
Rogers Park's borders. Some of those are ethnic;
some of those are commercial and economc. There is
some geography that does overlap; but, you know, as a
community, we seemto really work hard together and

take care of our own and feel a real sense of -- kind
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of an ownership of our relationships with each other
regardl ess of background and that's a very unusual

t hing, as you know, in Chicago and even in the
country.

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: And | agree. It's a
healthy thing and I wi sh the world could be |ike
that, right; but what we've heard today is we've
heard testinmony fromdifferent ethnic groups saying,
No, we want to keep this ethnic group together. We
want to keep this ethnic group together.

And then we've heard testimny from
people from various different neighborhoods, however
you define them and definitions of neighborhoods
al so overlap, right, you have some --

MR. JI M Gl NDERSKI : Sur e.

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: -- you know, there's Hyde
Park Township that encompasses Hyde Park, Wodl awn
and, you know, various neighborhoods, there's
Bronzeville, there's varying definitions of what
Bronzeville is and depending on who steps to the mc,
they' Il define it in a different way.

And so I'mjust -- |I'm not suggesting
one thing, but another one with regards to your

suggested district for Rogers Park.
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But, you know, Jeff, do you have any.

MR. JEFF SM TH: Well, 1've had five different
state representatives since |I've lived in Evanston
and two of those changes have come about directly as
a result of redistricting. Evanston used to be
uni fied and then it was split in half at Church
Street horizontally, and nowit's split down Ew ng
Avenue and |'m about 100 yards out of Daniel Biss
district.

Sometimes a border is a border and
sonmetimes a border isn't a border. Certainly the
gangs don't respect Howard Street as a division
bet ween Evanston and Rogers Park and they use it to
run fromone jurisdiction to another dependi ng on
who' s chasing them

Li onel Jean-Baptiste was, | think,
considering running for the 18th Representative
District and I don't know that he would have
considered it as seriously if the 11th precinct of
Rogers Park had been cut off fromthe 18th.

Certainly, it would have been a
chal | enge for anybody to represent that district,

t hough, given that you' ve got some of the problens

with health services, with AIDS, with imm grant and
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refugee populations in the same district where, had |
been el ected, one of my constituents would have been
Mark Kirk and the entire community of Kenilworth, its
extraordi nary econom c diversity in addition to the
popul ation diversity.

One, sometinmes we | ook at Evanston and
we say, Well, it's great that we have two state
representatives instead of just one, the nornmal
gquote, natural thing, would be to put it all back in
one township, but there can be someti mes sonme
advant age to that.

| would defer, though, in most cases
to the community -- that's where you start -- and if
Rogers Park wants to be one district, then |I say
let's start with that as your baseline and if you're
going to put -- if you're going to split up a
community, don't just slice off a little wedge of it,
you know, make it so it's enough that it has an
i mpact, it's a community of influence. That's the
whol e concept behind it --

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: The community is a generic
term - -
MR. JEFF SM TH: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: -- so people fromthe
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Latino community will consider thenmsel ves the
community and then people that -- from a nei ghborhood
will define thenselves as a community.

M. G nderski tal ked about the kind of
mel ting pot that they have in Rogers Park and there
may be an ethnic group within that melting pot that
says, Hey, well, if you take us and | don't -- you
know, | don't know the specifics of the ethnic
popul ati on and how it's distributed in and around
Rogers Park -- forget Evanston for a second in -- in
and around Rogers Park, they may say, Hey, we can
draw a, you know, Nigerian-Anmerican district if we
take the lines this way.

And so there's always going to be
conflicts and | think that's the point that |I'm just
trying to raise is the conmplexity of this process.

Are you, M. Smth, going to be
submtting a proposed map?

MR. JEFF SM TH: Possibly in conjunction with
some other folks, but I don't have the mapping
software on nmy | aptop yet.

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Al'l right. Wel'l, we'll
| ook forward to it.

MR. JEFF SM TH: | s that going to be rel eased
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by on -- in some form made avail abl e?

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: We're going to look into --

you know, the complexity, the challenges and |'ve

asked for input from people fromdifferent

organi zations with regards to, you know, What do you

want to be made avail able? So we're going to | ook at

t hat because there is all sorts of different mapping

sof t war e. This is a whole lot different than ten

years ago and so there is a danger of endorsing one

thing or the other; but we will, as mentioned

earlier, be making a public work station avail able

and, you know, there will probably be some tools that

wi Il also be made avail able on-1Iine.
Thank you all for your testinony.
Was there anybody that we m ssed.
MR. MARTI N TORRES: (I'ndicating.)
CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Pl ease step forward.
TESTI MONY
BY
MR. MARTI N TORRES:
Hi . Martin Torres for the Latino
Policy Forum | filled out a witness slip.

Good afternoon, Chairman and

di stingui shed members of this commttee. My name is
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Martin Torres and |I'm a policy analyst at the Latino
Policy Forum

A maj or conponent of the Forum s
community engagenent is its role as co-convener of
the Illinois Latino Agenda, a 49-nmenber coalition of
Lati no nonprofit organizations and co-convenor with
MAL DEF. You heard from Virginia Martinez earlier
this afternoon.

One of the Latino Agenda's primary
concerns is representation at various levels in state
gover nment . Redrawi ng the state's |egislative
boundaries via the redistricting process represents
the greatest mechanismto uphold the voting rights of
m nority communities and to strengthen their
political representation.

| would like to share some information
with you regarding the dramatic growth of I1linois'
Lati no popul ation. Some of that has been already
shared today.

As far as federal boundaries are
concerned, 2010 Census data used during the
apporti onment process shows that the Latino
popul ati on growth saved Illinois fromlosing a second

congressi onal seat. If the Latino popul ation had
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changed at the same rate as the non-Latino popul ation

over the | ast

decade,

470, 000 residents short of the popul

for an 18th congressional seat.

Fortunately for

community expanded by 33 percent or

peopl e over the past decade. Ct her

t hrough some

I1linois would have been over

ation required

Illinois, the Latino

nearly 500, 000

f ol ks have gone

of this data, so I'l|l spare you from

the -- you have some sheets in your

|l eft for you.

As far as state | evel

mat eri als that |

i mplications,

counties dramatic Latino popul ation group nust be

acconpani ed by new | egislative district boundaries

t hat enabl e greater

[1linois General

Lati no represent

Assembl y.

ation in the

It's important that comunities with

shared interests be able to select t

that refl ect

their

hei r candi dat es

priorities and have an opportunity

to hold them accountable for their actions.

di versity of

| east 28 legislative district

If the state |l egislature rejected the

Il 1inois"' population, t

here woul d be at

boundari es where voting

bl ocks containing the Latino majority could select a

candi dat e of

their

choice i nstead of

the twel ve that
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we have today.

In addition, it's inportant that the
Latino concentration reflected outside of the
maj ority or coalition districts be maintained
t ogether as -- supporting the devel opment in those
districts wherever possible. G ven that 38 percent
of Latinos live in Chicago, this is particularly
i mportant in the suburbs of the seven-county region
where 52 percent of the popul ation resides.

The Latino Policy Forum has begun
coll aborating with menbers of the Illinois Latino
Agenda as well as the Draw the Line Illinois
Coalition in order to advance the greater political
representation for the Latino and other mnority
communities.

Lastly, all I1llinoisans deserve an
opportunity to review and comment on maps being
consi dered by the General Assembly before they are
voted upon. As such, the new policy calls for
members of this commttee, as Senator Righter
suggested, to schedule an additional set of hearings
after the maps have been drafted by the |egislature.
G ven that the advocates will be sharing the

preferred maps with you throughout the remai nder of
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this process, we respectfully ask that you show us
yours.

Thank you

CHAI RPERSON RAOUL: Questions?

(No response.)

There being none, thank you for your
testi nony.

One announcement before we adjourn.
Our next hearing will be on April 6th at 9:00 a.m in
the State Capital in Springfield in Room 212. W
wi Il be maki ng announcements of further hearings as
we go on. We've set out our first four or five and
we'll be making announcements of further hearings as
we nmove on

| thank you, everybody, for your
patience, and the commttee on redistricting is
her eby adj our ned.

(Mhich were all the

proceedi ngs had.)

***The transcript produced will be the property of
the Illinois State Senate and will be made avail abl e
to the public through the Illinois General Assenbly
Website after approval by the menbers of the Illinois
State Senate Redistricting Commttee. Any
reproduction or redistribution of this material in

el ectronic or witten formis expressly prohibited by
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STATE OF I LLINO S )
) SS:
COUNTY OF W LL )

Tracy L. Overocker, being first duly sworn on
oat h, says that she is a Certified Shorthand
Reporter, that she reported in shorthand the
proceedi ngs given at the taking of said public
hearing, and that the foregoing is a true and correct
transcript of her shorthand notes so taken as

af oresaid and contains all the proceedi ngs given at

said public hearing.

Certified Shorthand Reporter
No. 084-004439

Subscri bed and sworn to
before me this day
of 2011.

Not ary Public
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